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3ulletin No, 540. Dec. 8th,1940

Remember now thy Ureator in the
days of thy youth,while the evil
days come hot,nor the years draw
nigh,when thou shalt say,I have no
pleasure in them.

et us hear the conclusion ofthe
whole matter: Fear God,and keep his
commandmentsg: for this is the whole
duty of man,

-—-~Ecclesiastes 12:1

"Q God,Father of our svirits and
giver of all good; grant that we
may live in such fellowship with
Thee that we shall grow into Thy
likeness,and share Thy life., Free
us from fretting and oride,and be-
get within us a meek and modest
spirit. Deliver us from the bondage
and bitterness of a worldly life,.
and lead us into the large and joy-
ous liberty of Christ. May He so
dwell in us that His spirit shall
become our disnosition,and spring
up within us a well of wa*er unto
everlasting life. Lead us in a
nlain nath along life's journey,and
at last may we enter in through the
gates into the City. And this we
ask in Jesus! Hame, Amen,

(300k of Common Worship).

The Sunday Schoo! Christmas Exar-
ciseg will te on Sunday evening,
Tecember 22nd,

The ILadies Fair and <uoper was a
vleasant and successful occasion,
in spite of the snow storm which
kept many from attending. The net
receints were over $116.00 ., Of
this .%83.00 was collected by
Mrs. Charles Dux on the quilt con-
test,

The sudden and unexpect death of
Mrs, Ella Ritzer on last Tuesday
morning was a shock to the commun-—
ity,as she had not been 1il1l, She
was the daughter of William Dalrylie
ple, an old Oxford family.
~he leaves her hasband,&Zmil Ritgzer
and four children,William,Darothy,
Mabel and Catherine,and a brother,
Cumming Dalrymple. She was a very
helpful member of our Church,and

our loss is great Our sympathies
are with the stricken family.



ueorge Scranton Humphreéy
Mr, Humohrey died last Tuesday,Dec,
the 3rd,at the home of Mrs,Dr.L,S.5.
Hadley,in. Cortlsnd,N,Y¥Y, He had been
in failing heeslth the past year,and
death came to him as a relief from
suffering,

He was torn in 1856,at Ithaca,N,Y,
His parents were William Ross and
Mary Wheeler Humphrey,who came from
a distinguished New Zngland family,

After finishing his education at
CornellUniversity he took a position
with th=: First National Bank of his
native town., He came to Oxford in
1875,and for ten years was bookkecoer
and manager of the dd blast furnsce,

While in Oxford he was married to
Migs Caroline Scranton,daughter o
Col., Jharles Screnton,

He left Oxford in 1885:for ¢ time
he took a position with a gold min-
ing company in New Mexico,and from
thence to Kokomo,Indiana vwhere he
became assistant treasurer and
superintendent of the Kokomo Window
ulass Uompany, In 1890 he went to
Staten Islsnd snd became treasurer
of a company manufacturing machinery,
and he .wag treasurer of that company
for 3o years. He later was elected
Vice-President of the Staten Island
Savings Bank,which vosition he held
until his desath, He was a lifelong
member of the Presbyterlan Church
and was an Elder for 5 years.

He became a member of the Oxford
Lodge of Masons (illo,127) in 1878,

He was a member of the American
Institute of Mining and Metallur-
gical Zngineers,the historical So-
cleties of Staten Island and Ithaoa,?
and various other clubs end societie

Mr,Humohrey was Cclosely connected
with the Screnton family,not only by
marriage but £lso by receiving his
vhristian name from George Scranton,

It came about in this way: his
father, Tm, Humphrey was an sttorney
in Ithaca,snd was aopointed Receiver
of the railroad running from Ithaca

I

to Owego, This was in the 1840s,at
the time the Scranton brothers were

founding the iron works at Scranton,
Pa, Mr, Hunphrey heard of the new
iron works ana went to Slocum Hollow
to find out-alout it. He became ac-
gquainted with George Scranton,and a
friendship was formed that lasted
for life, wueorge Scranton promoted
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a railroad north to connect with
the Ithaca r~2d at Owego,thus givim
an outlet for the Scranton products
to Ithaca and through the lake to
the Eiri= canal and the railroad,
"his gav: the Ithaca road and Mr,
Humphrey and Mr,Scranton worked to-
gether in promoting this enternrise,
So as a counsequence of thelr mutua’
regard and friendship Mr,Humphrey

« named his son after George Scranton,

Mr. George S,Humphrey was very proud
of his name sake,and it was cue to
this fact that he was given a job

in the Oxford Iron Works,

From the time Mr,Humnhrey left
Oxford in 1885,until about 1831 he
was here only at times to visit
his relatives, *:% from the first
Reunion inl931 he becaze deeply
interested in Oxford,and was elways
at the Reunions and took active part
in them. He often said that his ten
years in Oxford were the happiest
years of his life,

He became interested in the Bul-
letin “rom the first time he saw it,
and was the first to write for it
abosut the hurch in hias time here,

And every year since he has been a
regular contributor. 'In one of his
articles on the history of the old
blast furnace he remarked that it
oucht to be mace sn histaoric monu-
ment, This 1led the Zditor to look
uo the history of it and founa it
of grest imvortsnce, lr,Humphrey
zave himself to the matier and it
was throush his taking it up with
Mr.Péckitt,the President of the
owning company,that the furnaece
was offerred t> the State as & gift,

Oxforc will alweys owe him a
debt 2f gratitude for what he has
done far it,

3ut the great thing sbout kr,
Humphrey was his personality;end
his character as a high minded man
zuided by noble orincinles of con-
duct, together with his =zreat intel-
ligence and culture and his never
fa2iline courtesy. marked him es &
man among men.
These gqualities
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were shown by

him even to the last, Last Monday

Dec.end, the Editor received & let-
ter frowm krs.Hedley,written the day
before,which zives a vivid picture

of the 1last days of Mr,Humorey.

(over)



The letter of Mrs,Hadley written
by the bedside of her father,is as
followsi-y

vear.,Dr, Yount:—

"I am sitting tegide father,with
his hand in mine most of the time.
He is growing extremely weak and has
had three critical sinking spells v
during the last twenty-four hours,

"Last Tuesday Mr,Hadley and I,with
the very fine Nurse.. who had been
attending father,brought him home %o
Cortland, Of course it was difficuld
to make up our nminds to undertake
the journey,tut 1t was safely accom-
plished, by cereful arranging of the
vack seat of our car.Themkgys tozether
have been very happy 1n spite of the
painful effort of the body to keep
on living., Father's mind is bright,
he enjoys each one of the family —
the young people only halfa minute
at a time — end cven bits of letters
from the grandsons who are away.
Cards through the mail,little gifts
and inquiries fror vpeoprle here —1it
is astonishing to see —. althouch he
can sc&rcely articulate,snd only in
part sentences — his aoorecia+ior
and unfailing courtesy.

"He lorgs now t0 'eo and be with
(my) wother snd (uy) Brother.' He
often quotes some phrases -'The Mast
Hight!, 'place prepared' s=nd so on,
and followes as Lindsay and I repeat
the familisr passage,'Rememrer thy
Creator' he tegan and I finished,'in
the days of thy youth' —!'That is
go important' he said. I showed hin
the Oxford bBulletin which came yes-
terday and it was an evident pleas-
ure to him that you had received his
subgecriptions,snd also wrote of him
as you did,

" You can imagine that it is a« grea
joy for me to te with him,most of
the time day and night, and to ful-
fill not only the natural devotion
of a daughter but also Mother'!s
especial commission to 'Take care
of Precious Father.' We are zrate-
fully indebted to countless friends
in many olaces."

~—— Mary Humphrey Hadley

The funeral was at the Calvary
Pregbyterian Church,Staten Island,
and interment in the Moravian Ceme-
tery,beside his wife,who died in
1929,
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