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It is of the Lord's mercies that

we are not consumed,because his coffi-

passions fail not,they are new
every morning,

The Tord is good unto them that
wait for him,to the soul that seek-
eth him, It is good that a man hope
and guietly wait for the salvaetion
of the Lord.

c

_____ Lamentations Z:a<

"Almichty God,the refuze of all
that are distressed,grant -unto us
that,in all our trouble of this our
mortal life, we may flee to the

W! knowledege of Thy lovinzkindness
and tender mercy; that so,shelter-
ing ourselves tnerein the storms
of 1ife may vass over us,and not
shake the peace of wod that 1s with-
in us, Whatsoever this life may
bring us, grant that it may never
take from us the full faith that
Thou art our Father. urant us Thy
light,that we may have life,through
Jesus vhrist our Lord, Amen,"

(George Dawson,1840)

Qur vongregation is stirred with
a new spirit of enterprise for the
improvement of the church oroperties

The Trustees have arranged for the
repair and painting of the Manse,
which is now in progress, and they
are lookine forward to making im~

provenents in the church and chapel,

The Ladies have been delighted by
the offer of a former member to pay
for a new carpet for the church,and
have selected the patterns already,

The vainting of the psws and the
decoration of the church interior
has also been decided uvon,and it
is hoped that this may be szccom-
plished before the next Reunion,

- e o m  —tn e et s

Members of the Jhoir attended the
insniring service of the Princeton
Westminster Jhoir in Belvidere last
Thursday evening,and were cheered
with the possibilities of gzood
church music, The Jhoir will meet
for onractice next Tuesday evening,

Mrs Dr,L.B.Hoagland will reachthe
84th,year of her l1life tomorrow.She
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Q1d Oxford Days - Nails
3y Clinton E,Weston

When o-ne recalls those busy,fruit-
ful days in Oxford it is interesting
to think of the many and varied de-
partments that were necessary ad-
juncts in the process of reaching
the ultimate in making ready for
shipment the finished oroduct,such
as nails,
fect organigation and co-ordination
that worked so systematically and
smoothly,especially when it is con-
gsidered that practically all of the
materials reguired were located in
the confines of Oxford,with the ex-
ception of anthracite fuel,

Follow the course of the intricate
assemblage plants from mines to fur-
nace,to rolling-mill,anc to nail-
mill; with several side issues such
as foundry,machine-shop,blacksmith-

shop,saw- 1i1l,pattern-shovn,cooperage,

timbering,wheel-wright,oickling-
housej;and here you have the nucleus
of a business that was wonderfully
organiged ,with a class of skilled
and expert workers,

The most alluring places for visi-
tors w=re the furnace and rolling
mill,because of the glowing,molten
metal that threw off such a glare
of heat that was so fascinating,

At the furnace one could look in
through a glass covered peep-hole
witness the boiling metal., 4 nart
the vlpe containing the peep-hole
now in the possession of Mr, Yount
and while in a good 9tate of preser—~
vation,if somewhat rusty,the day

to
of
is

ttie red hot iron,which had been pud-
dled into balls,would go to the
squeezer and then through a seriesof
rolls that lengthened and widened it,
ready to be cut into strips for the
nail making machines, Now that we
have been over the wvarious plants,
let us step into the modest cooper-
shop, oresided over by Theodore P.Burc

y The workers there,as 1 remember
We are amazed at the per- /them,were:Abram Sawyer,Samuel Myers,
ICalvin Burd,George Burd,Theodore
"S8tout ,William Cutsler ,eto.

The
staves were dried in an immense shed
where I liked to help pile them to
get the pleasant odor of the chesthut
wood -and incidentally to vlay with
the staves, These were taiken into
the shop and handed to the workers
who shaped them ,nlacing an iron hoop
on the outside to hold the shape and
then they were borund with wooden
strips which had been soaked in brine
to make them pliable, then headed -
and there you are, Sounds simple,
but try it and the staves would bea
mess all over the floor, But it did
look simple to see how quickly and
exnertly the workers made them. Each
man was to make so many for a day's
work,and they were ususally through
by three of 2lock, A4s there were
something like one hundred thousand
kegs shipped in a year,it meant an
awrage for a working day apbout 850,
and there were days during the rush
veriods when this number was greatly
exceeded,

With reference to nersonalities,
the Burd family was a representative
one in the community, Migrating from

seems far distant when I peeped thro'Ohio in the late 80s, Theodore P,wif:

it. The other departments were just )

as interesting if not so exciting,

It was interesting to step into the
foundry to watch how the moulds were
made from various patterns;or the
machine shop to view the precision
with which the steel or iron was
shaved to the t!steenth of an inch,
and to pick up a curled shaving to
keep as a souvenir; or to step into
the pattern shop t0 see how gracew
fully the jig saws worked their way
to a »rescribed pattern;or to the

two sons,J,Calvin and George,and a

\daughter,Elizabeth,anchored in Oxfort

and Mr,Burd was at once made Supt,of
the Cooper shop, He was for many
years a school Trustee and at one
time was a Trustee in the Second Pre:
byterian Church, The outstanding
member of the family,however, wae the
son,George B,McClellan Burd, a well
built and amiable fellow,ind a thor-
ough student, When I lived in Nailer
Row the Burd farily lived directly
ovnosite on Me~hanic Strecst,and ale

saw mill where lumber,hauled by teamsthough I was just a young fellow I

from the nearty mountain side,were
sawed into gtaves for the making of
kegs in which nails were shipped;or
t2 the rolling mill with its maze »of
furnaces and series of rolls,where

enjoyed calling at thelr home and dic
80 innumerable times, At various
times of the year Mrs.Burd,of medium
heighth and very stout,donned her
best 'vic and tu:ker! (over)



and walked ar und the block:toour
house to 'spend the day.' Which was
a neighoorly custom that knitted the
ties of friendshivn so cloesly among
the residents of the town,

Having finishec the preliminaries
in the Qxforc school,George took em—
ployment in the cooper shop to obtai:
funds to study law., aAll his spare
time was devoted to reading and the ¢
study of the classics. He never en-
tered into the sports that were so
popular among the men ani boys of
the town,anc¢ to my personal knowledg|
was never seen loitering 2t nlaces
men were in tre habit of meeting.

Yet he was popular anc greatly ade
mired by every one for his consisten

Wwhile his family were Presbyterians
(eorge -onducted a Sunday class in
the M, &,Church, He had none of the
popular vices,nut he told me once,
when I called on him at his later
residence in Buffalo, as he watched
the smoke-rings emanating from my
mongrel cigar, that he wished he had
in earlier years learned to smoke,

Beinz some years older than I,he
seemed to take an interest in my
studies,anc one day he suddenly put
the question to me, "Clin, how are
you getting along in 4arithmetic?t™

I hung my head for I realized that
I was on the spot,but replied that
it was the teacher's fault for chang
ing the figures all the time,and the
only ones I could keep track of were
the naughts, George shook his head
and smiled as he said, “so I see by
your revort card,M

After earning enough funds he en=
tered the law school at Ann Arbor, -«
and upon gracuation was assisned to
Grover Jleveland!s former office in
Buffalo,where he developed a lucra-'
tive practice and advanced to a high
political office in the State.

Following his mother's death in
Oxford the family,with the exception
of Elizabeth who had married and was
living in Summerfield, joined George
in Buffalo, and thus became one of
the many fine families to socatter tc¢
various sections of the country wher
the Oxford works closed,

In retrospect, it is pleasant to
recall the families with whom we
were so closely assoclated,
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CHURCH OFFICERS

The Session
A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EMMANUEL KELSKY LEWIS BERGENBACK

Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
BENJAMIN GREEN CHARLES DUX

HAYDEN DOCKER

Church Treasurer

LEWIS E. GREEN

Sunday School
Superintendent . ... ... .ee e atnesoa . E. B. FOSS
Assistant Superintendent ........... KENNETH BELL
SECTPLATY = svaso o lam e MnEs T s ALVIN RENNER
TTeasurer ... .......c..uoeiuieunnennnn WILBUR FOSS
ORGANIST v wmirs disins 2 ibsng FRANCES PITTENGER
Ladies’ Aid Society
President: ..........ou50 0 MRS. ALBERT BRUSHETT
Vice-President ............. MRS. EDWARD BADROW
SECTeLANY: . ¢ oo v ws S Lo s w2 B MRS. VIOLET BELL
ERCASUTET ™ o ovviis o 2 st iaas s MRS. LEWIS E. GREEN
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