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Let your moderation e known unto
all men, The Tord is at hand,

Be careful for nothinz;but in every
thinz by prayer and supvlication
with thanksziving,let your requests
be made known unto God,

and the peace of God,which passetl
all understanding,shall keep your
hearts and minds through Qhrist
Jesus. ~——~Philipnians 4:5-7

" 0 God,the Fountain of life,
Cleanse us now,we imolore Thee,from
all our sins,and bathe us with the
dew of Thy divine forziveness,that
we,being renewed in spirit, may en-
ter gladly irto the oure worshio of
this day,and serve Thee ‘“heartily
with heavenly meditation - and holy
music and thankful praise,with words
of love and works of mercy,with joy
in Thy creation and verfect peace
in Thee,aczording t> the teaching
and example of Thy Son,our Saviour
Jesus Christ, Amen,"

(Henry Van Dyke )

At the close of the morning ser~
vice to-day, the ladies of the
congregation are requested to
remain to congider a matter of
zreat interest to the Jhurch,of
which the pastor made mention
last Sabbath morning,

The paintinz and repairs on the
Manse have bezun,and when com -
pleted, the house will 120k very
different,and very much more at-
tractive,

The Sunday School social to be
held at the residence of Supt,E, B.
Foss on the evening of October
50th, vpromises to be well ateended
and many tickets have been sold,

——t e b

The Presbyterian 9ynod of
New Jersey is to mee* Shis
week at Asbury Parkh,N.J.in the
Firgt Presvbyterian Church, The
Session begins on Monday afternoon
and extends over Wednesday eveninz,
411 the churches of the State are
gsupposed to send a pastor and an
Elder to this zatherinz,



I'he rounding of 8Scranton,Pa,

The zreat city of Scranton, Penn-
gylvania has been celebrating the
one hundredth anniversary of its
founding,which is dated from Septem-
ber eleventh, 1840,

Several frieids have sent us
copies of the Scranton papers cone
taining historical accounts of the
origin and g¢rowth of the city,

With the remarkable
ofnopulation and industries of the
city we have nothing to add to the
Tull ac:ounts given in the papers,

But we do have a special interest
in the statements regarding the
origin of the city,because that inm
portant event was closely connected
with Oxford lurnace,

l'he founding of Scranton has
been ascrivec to various persons,

Some claim that William Henry was
the real founder,others give that
honor to George W. and Selden T,
Scranton, One writer in the Scran-
ton Tribune states that twelve men
were the founders,and his list of
these begins with the Scranton
brothers,

Now all these statements have a
measure of truth in them,but an ab-
solute or -enersl claim is unsup-
ported by the facts, We have seen
no account of the founding of Scrin-
ton which zives a detailed narrative
of the steps which led to that
event, These were the following.

1. William Henry was undoubtedly
pioneer orf the movement;the first
to conceive the plah,and to vision

the possibilities of a great indus- ¢

try built upon the iron ore and the
coal at Slocum Hollow,

How long he had been speculating
on this is not known,but certainly
.by the year 1835, In 1231 he formed
a company and leased the old VUxford
furnace,which he made famous by the
installation of Hot Blast, the first
in this continent. But he found
that the . sost and difficulty of
obtaining sufficient charcoal to
smelt the ore was a great handicap
in operating the furnace profitably,

He became convinced that hard coal

could be substituted for charcoal
and finding that both coal and ore
could be found at Scranton, he soon
began to plan to erect a furnace
there, His changes of residence
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at that veridd aré interesting, -
When he leased Oxford furnace in
1831,he moved from his home in Wyo-
ming Valley,Pa, to Belvidere,N.Jd,
3ut when the Oxford Mansion house
was vacated by the Robeson family
in 1834,he moved to Oxford, But af-
ter deciding on the Scranton plan
he moved to0 Stroudsburg,Pa, where

he was in convenient reach of the
Oxford works,and also 8locum Hollo
This 1last move occurred in 1837,

which may be considered a vital
date in planning for the furnace .at
Scranton,

He had to get financial ba-king,
and in 1839 founded a company with
a Mr.Armstrong,and they bought 500
acres of land at Slocum Hollow, But
the sudden death of Mr, Armstrong
soon after, dashed his hopes to the
ground,but he started to look for
other vackers, Mr,Henry in his cdlary

tells what then happened:im

"I left my home (Stroudsburg) to
see some gentlemen in Morris County
New Jersey,when on my way,l was re~
guested by my son-in-law,3elden T,
Scranton,then residing at Oxford
Furnace,llew Jersey, to let him have
the opportunity of calling on some
gentlemen with a view of forming a
conpany to take the place of MNr,
Armstrong, I consented,and,briefly
Geo,W,Scranton,Philip Mattes Selden
T Scranton and 8anford Grant formed
the new company,engaging me to close
the bargain with the owners,as al-
ready selected and of opening foeds
mines of coal and iron,and erecting
one furnace; and to lay out the town
which I called Harrison (which re-
mained for ten years) erect such
buildings,dwellings,etc, and works
as were required at such an estab-
lishment., In Pursuance of these
nlansg I commenced making preparations
on Sept,11,1840, In the ¥all or late
Bummer of 1841 the furnaoce was ready
to go into operation, PFatlure after
failure occurrred until the summer
of 1842, .fter the establishment of
the furnace a change in the manage-
ment was effected, "

2, G.W,and 8.T.Scranton now became
the moving spirits in the Scranton,
Pa, entérprise,

Mr, Henry's diary makes plain the
initiative taken by Selden Scranton,
a fact ingored by kia;oTians of

ver)



Scranton,Pa, Selden Scranton was
then living in the mansion house and
managing the Oxford furnace business
While . George was at his farm near
Belvidere, But the year before
George and Belden had bought Oxford
rurnace from the Robeson family,and
had some financial backing, Selden,
after Mr, .Henry had given consent
to his forming a company toetake over
Mr,Henry!s enserprise,took up the
matter with George and their friends *
which regulted in the firm of G, W,
and Selden T Scranton and Sandford
Grant, It must be kept in mind that
Selden was an experienced iron man
and that George had to denend unon
his judzment in =uch matters,
But Jeorge showed remarkable

abilities in promoting the business
of building the furnage at Scranton
and his success in getting weney
and financial vacking to start the
business, He vromoted railroads,
made markets for the products of the
furnace, These were herculean tasks
that he performed,and upon them

the success of the enterprise wholly
depended. His energy,courage and en-
thusiasm,tosether with his charming
personal gqualities, made him the
natural leader in the zreat under-
taking,with the result that he be-
came the hero,received the chief
credit,and has been since generally
honored as the founder of Scranton,

That they were able to zather

about them men of ability and wealth
who zave strength to the enterprise
and helped immeasurably in building
up the zreat industrial plant, is

a matter of oredit to all parties,

However, the main part played by
Wwilliam Henry,George and 8elden
Scranton, in the founding of Scran-
ton, is an estaklished fact; and it
ig also certain that each of them
was a vital factor in the enterprise

Now, these threemen were at the
time operating Oxford Furnace,which
by 1840 had tuilt up a larze and
flourishing tusiness;and this Zact
gave them - prestige among business
men,and attracted financial supvort,

Without this successful operation
of Oxford Furnace,these men could
have accomplished ‘very..little in
the way of building the furnace at
Slocum Hollow, In a wvery true sense

Oxford Furnace was the mother of
Scranton,Pennsylvania,
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