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Pittenger Family Geneslogy
By.Benjamin R, Pittenger

I have just received » letter
from the Geneslogical Society of
N.J., who are translating the old
Dutch Reformed Church records at
Lebanon,Hunterdon County,N.J, The
records are as early as 1768;snd in
them they found the record of the
baptism of Cornelius Pittenger,

December 10,1770,snd his birth,Nov,3 |

1770, His parents were Willism and
Gertrude Pittenger,

This is the first definite proof

I have that Willism was the father
of Cornelius snd of his brother
Abraham,born 1790 (my great grand-
father). The date Nov,3,1770, was
exactly the same as the one I had

already.
Mr Pittenger =2lso sends us

2 sale notice taken from the "Penns,

Gagzette"(of Fhila,) Aug.29,1751 —
"To be sold by John Rockhill in
Phila, a tract of land of 539 scres
in Mprris County,West Jersey,near
Oxford Furnace, Is well watered
and timbered,=nd sevaral swsmps to

make good mesdows, Anyone interested

apply to Meurice Robinson at Oxford
Furnace, "

This tract of lsnd lies
in Jackson Valley directly south of
Oxford,snd ran up on the hill to
the present Mine head,

Maurice Robinson (Robeson) was
the son of Jonathan Robeson,and a
brother-in-lsw of Dr.John Rockhill,

This proves that M»urice Robeson
was marriec and lived st that time

1751, in Oxford Furnace,probably in

the old stone post office building,

which was the original msnsion house,
i
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(Concluded from back cover)

They had to call out the Washington
police department,which at that time

consisted of officer Shrope,znd he
emerged from the tangle minus his
hat,coat and police club, He did
however retein part of his shirt,
his trousers and shoes,

This will be enough for this time,
(the end)

. commodious

Bulletin No, 459, April 23rd,1939.

Create in me a clean heart,0 Gody
and renew a right spirit within me,

Oast me not away from thy presenee
end take not thy Holy Spirit from
me, Restore unto me the joy of thy
salvation;»nd uphold me with thy
princely spirit. --Psalnm 51:10,12

"Merciful Father, provide for .
us things needful for our welfare
in soul and body, Teach us to look
unto Thee as our Master and our
Rewarder,that 81l our work may be
done in Thy service; replenish us
with daily gifts that we may not
lack »ny good thing;snd keep us
ever in a humble and grateful
mind, that we may live peaceably
with all men,and praise Thee by
well-doing,according to the com-
mandment of our Lord Jesus Christ, "

Day Light Saving Time begins
next Sunday,April 30th, It would
be a wise plsn,that many have been
following in the past, to set for-
ward our clocks on the evening be-
fore so as to go to nur nightly
rest an hour earlier., Then it will
be easier to rise esarlier in the
morning, If such » plsn was gen—
eérally carried out there would be
no let down in attendance at
church services,as usually 1is
the case,

Meeting of Cemetery Asso'm

" 4 meeting of the Hillside Cem-
ctery Association will be held on
Sunday, April 23rd,19%9, =%t two
o'clock in the Col,M % Church,

The presence of 21l trustees and
officers is requested. " ' '
--—3y Mras Bessic Honderson
Secretary,

The local Library is rejoicing
in the addition of a hsndsome and
shelving unit for the
new books, It will accomodate sev—
eral hundred volumes,but will sopn
be filled,



REUNION

May 2lst, May 21st,

By Clinton E,Weston

Plans are now practically complete
for the Reunion on May 21st,end it

8 safe guess to believe that many
are looking forward to it as a day
to experience agéinthe inwsrd thrill
that comes in greeting friends who,
in meny instances, have been separ-
ated by distance for meny years,

The joy one feels in & friendly
hand-clagp,to reminisce and to learn
the whereabouts of former neighbors
lost track of through the years is
well worth setting apart this day
for the journey to Oxford,

These rernions are unique in that
they are entirely voluntary,and to
all who attend there is an unmistak-
ably cordisl and friendly greeting
which in itself has been the means
of so impressing a number of persons
who had never previously visited the
town that they have become regular
attendants,

It is a dey for relaxstion; a dsy
to set aside and forget the irrita-
tions that frequently beset one; a
day through which the smiles and
greetings bring rewards of renewed
energy and ingpiration,

The morning service will be in-
teresting because the sermon will be
preached by a former Oxfordite,Rev,
Howard D,Perkins,of Portland, Maine,

An unusuelly fine program has
been arranged for the afternoon,

Those taking part will be the Burd
Trumpeters; Mrs,Ethel Oliver,accom-
panied by Mrs,Bessie Henderson will
gsing for the memorial service,

Cld Oxford Days
3y Edward F, Btout

In reoent issues of the Bulletin
T was much interested in the contri-

butions of Clin.Weston,8am.Oooper and
others in their stories of 0l1ld Oxfor<
days and things thast happened in the

old town so dear to many of us in the
days of yesteryears, And here is my
ywo cents worth,

I too remember the o0ld Stone Post
ffice that stood at the foot of the
owler Hi1ll, the ten or twelve s*eps

that led to the entrance. The old
Fost Master,Dexter Campbell rcigned
supreme, He was a crusty old gentle-
man guite hard of hearing snd if one
did not spesk loud he would invari-
ably cup his ear with his hand and
shout, Heow,Heow, so0 loud he would
fricghten the timid ones,

Benesth the post office was the bar-
ber shop presided over by Mr,White
(colored), one of the White family
who lived in the o0ld stone house near
the Company stables at the foot of
Church st ,or Washington Ave,as they
now call it, The Whites were a vely
fine femily,and that was the only
barber shop in town &t that time,

It had 2 row of benches all around
the room,snd on many Saturdasy nights
these benches would all be full with
men waiting patiently for the well
known call, "next! There was also
@ harness shop conducted by lr,8ig,
Clawsen, He wss also sexton of the
church for several years, I can see
him yet,every Sunday night rain or
shine with lantern lighted,going to
the church to get things in order for

qMthe evening service, He invariably

Among the speakers will be George S.Y went at a certafn hour and it was

Humphrey,Edward F,8tout,Will G, Atwoo
Suptt of Warren County Schools,
Mrs Clarence V.Price,Mrs Mary Weber

said the folks would regulate their

.time pleces by Big,and his lantern,

There was also a storage room be~

Lemmon,Miss Amelia M, %Zapp,Miss Matilda/low the post office,used by the Com-

V,Dreigbach,and possibly one or two
others to be heard from,

peny to store various things that
were needed in a hurry, Many of us

As the popularity of these reupions remember the old Company store and
continue to increase we are convineed the tremendous business Jthey usedtd

that the one this year will eclipse
any heretofore held,

do before the advent of a Pay Day it
Oxford, At that time I was about 14
years old and worked in the Nail fae-
tory a28d at the end of each month I

The morging service will begin 11 AM. would be given a statement of what

D.S.T. Then the Luncheon by the
Ladies,and the sfternoon meeting at
2.P.M, giving 2 good time for visit-
ing and conversation,

I had earned and would turn the same
in at the office,which would be cred-
ited to my mother's account,and which
we could trede against the (over)



following month, Thet procedure went
for every one who worked for the Ox-
ford Iron and Neil Company,

Next tn thestomr was the office of
the Company,an. over the office was
Ben Walton's Teilor shop where all
the young blades had their clothes
made, in fact they had to do that as
they had no money to go elsewhere,

I recall my first custom made suit
tailored by Ben Walton and his bro-
ther, "Was I proud of it

I have saic that the company store
did » tremcndous business for it was
the eubtom on the first of the month
to buy practically 211l that was
needed for the entire month, The sbore
at that time would be crowded two
or threc deep with customers trying
to get waited on. It was not unusual
for them to weit seversl hours for
their turn, At that time Mr, Chris
Zapp was watchman at the store.He
lived near us so I arranged with him
to leave my mother's monthly order
on my way to work at the Nail factory
ebout 6:15 A,I', I would go around
at the side of the store by the
scales with a pre-arrenged signal,
hearing it he would come and raise
the window end take my order to be
delivered by Jimmy Obrien later in
the day. Thus saving me many hours
of waiting, Finally the Company

"etrange to relate " failed. I well
remember when we were told one night
that the .ompany had failed =nd
there would be no more work until

further notice »nd what = celemity
that seemed to be. The next day of
course nesrly every nmen n Oxford

gathered ~t the store and Ofrice
awaiting news; I being one o7 those
who were sitting on the steps of
the old post office waiting for the
mail train to come in from New York
around 10 A M, to learn what news
if any it would bring, When it did
arrive and the news it brought was
given out, what a shout went up,for
it was splendid news., Mr,B.G,Ciark
had been appointed Receiver for the
Compeny a2nd 211 the works were -to
resume operation next day,=nd we
were to have s regular pay day each
month, I well remember the first
pay day we had,for every one was
peid in zo0ld,snd when I went home
with my first pay in my pocket I

' the

Y

'Weisburn was always on the

was so proud the road didn't seem
wide enough for me to walk in, And
was my mother pleased when I poured
the gold in her lap! And from that
time on for many years Oxford was
rerlly o prosperous place, _

Skating on the Mill pond was an
eternal round of pleasure;also straw
rides in winter was one of the more
healthy sports. I well remember when
astor,Mr, Cline, would be hold-
ing extra meetings he would feel
‘hurt if we did not attend,snd we
would often take our skates to the
meeting and go to the Mill pond
afterwsrds, It was 2ood exercise
and much fun,

We also had glorious times on our
straw rides, I remember one time we
went to Esston,had dinner at the
United States Hotel,and started for
home sbout 11 P.M, 3ut before we
reached Washington the horses
balked,as they sometimes do. TI%
seemed impossible to get them going,
80 every one got out,zirls included,
then they would gtart and we would
2ll climb in agein while they were
moving. But they were'"wlisec horses
and had real horse sense" and would
stop again, We finslly decided it
was no. 0,50 we had to climb out in
the deup snow and hoof it to Washing
ton and secured other horses,snd so
on home in the wee small hours of
the morning, But it was lots of fun
at that, Also picnicing t» Green'!s
pond ,now ountain 1lake,afforded us
great pleasure,

Surely many of us remember the Ox-
ford base ball club,one of the very
best clubs in the wvicinity, Charles
her's

,mound ,~nd Billy Collins was behind

the bst, The way Charlie could

rifle those balls over the plate

was something worth secing,but Billy
could always hold them, I do not
rec=1ll the names of the other men
on the teem,but they could rcally
play ball, Nearly every time they
would 2o to Weshington to play that
club it would wind up in as fine a
gcrap a« one would care to sce,

The "Umps" job in those days was a
mighty tough one. No mattcr what
hig decision was some one was dis-
pleased, One time in particular

(Coneluded ~n -front cover)
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CHURCH OFFICERS

The Session
A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EMMANUEL KELSKY LEWIS BERGENBACK

o[l

Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
BENJAMIN GREEN CHARLES DUX

HAYDEN DOCKER

Church Treasurer

LEWIS E. GREEN

;g..)j,a;
Sunday School
SuperinteRdent, .. . v . g et iy s e E. B. FOSS
Assistant Superintendent ............ KENNETH BELL
Secrel@ry. .c..w5% . A venie ek revn B ALVIN RENNER
Treqsureri i o i 2% i . B®a. .. 4% VIRGINIA ZAPP
Organist .................... FRANCES PITTENGER

Ladies’ Aid Society

President™ o tun b e i s ot MRS. DELMAR GREEN
Vice-President & ip: i vama's MRS. LELAND BAYLISS
SeCRELAIYE . % xc, « e8P oipinin s o T MRS. VIOLET BELL
TreqsurerSess . s o« 3 g MRS. LEWIS E. GREEN
Young People’s Society
Presidentl mam i W oo o ey, By WILBUR JOHNSON
Secretary . . Bun. 2. wan JOSEPHINE MEYERS
Treagurer®?. Y00 28023 0 MRS. ELLA RITZER
Organist S Messs R & 5T % FLORENCE WILDRICK
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