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May 21st, The Reunion, May 21st
The Reunion is only five weeks
away and 211 who look forward to it

will wish to meke it the best of

all these events.

Word is coming in from sll direct-

ions of plens to attend it,
Ed.F,Stout writes from Cleveland,
"We hope to come East for the Rew
union in Mey." Edwin C,Perkins
sends us note seying,"Of course
we will merke every effort to be
present, " ¥
One lives 00 miles east of Oxford
snd the other the same distence west
This inCicetes the wide region
from whiech the reunion draws 'its
visitors, Usuelly they come from
gbout ten 8tates, But
in the success of it reaches much
farther. lrs,Herbert L,Miller of
Oaklsnd,Celif,, sends best wishes,
snd g=ys, "I wish we could attend,"

-

{ =1

But =11 can help in 2t lesst
two ways, first by notifying =11
your old Oxford friends,-nd second
by sendin: their asddresses to the
Bulletin,nd copies will be sent
them whi & mey attract them,snd

Again it will be = good thing
for others beside the sbove percons
to send word to the Bulletin of
their intentions of coming,and
thet will encourage 21l others,

There ere many old Oxford cit-
izens who have never been t0 our
reunions,snd specisl efforts should
be made to get in touch with them
and urge them to come,

Mr,
afternoon neeting well in hand,snd
he will announce some of the new
features he has in view in the next
igsues,

The following receipts are
thankfully scknowledged -

Patrick Kempsey $2.00
Mrs, Margaret Hunt
Urs,d, L. Miller

$1.C
5.v

r.Ferkins lives in Maine,

the interest

£

a/

lesd to their plennine to be present

r

_ Reunion

Neston has the plans for the e/

Bulletin No, 458, April 16th,1939

But to us there is but one Godg,
the Father of whom are 21l things,
and we in him; and one Lord Jesus
Ohrist, by whom are 211 things,
and we by him,

I Corinthisng 8:8

"0 God,who art the Hope of all
the ends of the esrth: Remember
the whole oreation,pity our race,

and save the world from sin,

Frotect our land from whetever

' threatens her welfare, so thet re-

ligion and virtue may flourish
more and more, Give humility to
the rich »nd grace to use their
riches to Thy clory:; bless the
reople in their oallings snd fami-
lies, »nd be thou » refuge to the
poor in thelr distress,

- Make every home a shelter from
temptation and » nursery of noble
youth, Cleanse and sanctify the
Church which ™hou hast loved,snd
reveal the Spirit of thy Son in
the 1ife and service of thy people,

The Easter service last Sebbath
morning wee very gratifying to the
good sized congregation,of whom
nearly every one partook of the
holy Communion, The splendid
singing of the new and enlarged
Choir gave grest pleasure,snd
was deeply appreciated bv 211,

The Choir will lesd the singing
each Sunday =nd render snthems and
specisl musiec, The Choir has
next in view +the music for the
on May 21st,=nd prectice
weckly for it, There src now 12
megbers but meny more are wan-
ted,

Mrs, George Docker 9r. died
lest Monday nicht,-fter » long 11l-
ness, Her mniden name wss Emma
Fortner,snd she married Frederick
Melberger,who died msny years ago,

Six years ago she was married to
George Docker,=nd their union was
A very happy one, She wsas life-
lonz member of the Methodist Churd
and was » devoted Christian,

The funeral was on Thursday F M,
and interment in Hillside Cemetery
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"Spending The Day"
by Edwin C, Perkins

"Good morning Tillie.®
"Oh,good morning Hattie,»nd how are

flushed face and dextrous hands as
she prepsred Psrker House rolls,(a
great luxury and difficult to makein
those days) Cream Puffs,™io ones
filled with something almost as zood

the children and the measles getting ss ice creem; then the fricassed

onjhn "well,I guess we

are pretty/chicken,great platters of it with

well'out of the woods' now -~ they 211/light fluffy dumplings with lots and

go back to school tomorrow, '

"Well I'm glad, It's so nice to see,
\Eut for these specisl lishes mother

you out to Church again. "

\Lots of finely flavored gravy,

Most of the girls were good cooks

"And I'm glad enough to be here too,/eslways added that fine touch of a

It seems =2 long time since I've
anyone, Tillie,why don't you come
up and spend the day with us some
dey this week?"

"Why ,I guess I can Hattie.
How would Thursday beft"

seery

¥ew England housewife,

And then the excitement 25 weran
home from school to seec if the com-
pany looked any different,and to see
if they talked 'funny,' as we thought
gsome grown-ups did. I suspect it

"That will be fine,snd I will expect/was a very early edition of 'looking

vou, Come esrly and we will have =2

them over.' And we didn't miss &

nice visit.Flen to have Ed,come home /trick to the buttons on their clothe

with my Ed.for supper,too,znd we will

We then 'took time out to hustle

send one of the boys up before school to get the chores done #»nd back into

to brinz down my quilting bars, We

the kitchem to scrap over the oream

will finish those bed quilts we telked/ puff filling bowl or th: chocolate

*hout some time ago."

" O yes,I'm glad you spoke of it
for it will reelly be wonderful to
hsve them finished,"
" Well, goodbye,we'll
Thursday, "

gsee ~och
The above exchange of
courtesies may seem %o some a little
homely today. But to others of the
earlier generstion who knew the Ox-
ford people it will serve to remind
them of the warm hearted cordiality

~ther/the room

frosting dish end spoons. A 'lap!’
seemed as good as a mile,

The curtsin next rises on Eddie and
Harry quietly and modestly cntering
with shining faces,heir
nicely parted and plastered down in
front but stending on end ir baek,
shoes blackened in front but very
grey 2t the heels (I'¥e had meny a
call for this). Anc then thet wait
for the other people to come #nd din-
ner, It was simply endless. Thy won-

and sincere friendliness which existed/derthet we were always getting into

among this choice group of people,
It is pleasant to speculate that
possibly it was just such an episode

other people’s way and kept rushing
to the windows to sce if they were
cominge yei? And the -mell of sll

as related ebove which originated thefthat wonderful food filling our

delightful custom "Spending the Day "A nostriis as

that was practiced so generslly dur-
ing my boyhood,

It must he remembered that in

those/ to our rooms,

it cooked?

Of course there were protests and
threats,=2nd some of us were even sent
only to linger on the

days we young people had to rely very/ third or fourth steir., But I shall

much on our own ingenuity for enter-

tainment; so

dinary was an all-absorbing event,
I can recell as yesterday the days

anything out of the or-

never forget how these were tcmpered
with mercy by 2 mother's love and
understanding, in exercising petience
to the extreme,realizinz our youth

when we were going to 'Have Compeny.' and excitement,and in wanting to giwve
We children would swell up like puff/us 81l the pleasure of the occasion

balls with excitement 2nd interest,
And it wust not be thought that the

as seemed warranted,
As one may imagine the formsl-

visitors were the only attrsction,for/ ities were few among people so well

I suspect we also togk into account
the quentity end great variety of
unusual food provided for these

ccasions,

I cen see now my mother's

acquainted, Genial talk and wittice
isms. abourmded,and when dinner was
over the men smoked in the sitting
(6ver)



room (livins rooms were then unknown)
while the ladies cleared the table
and helped wesh the dishes, We next
formed into groups in the perlor and
sit+ing room,eventually all getting
together where we would sing,play
games,pullmol asses candy,pop corn
and tell stories,of hunting,early
days back in Mapgachusgsetts etc, ®#tc, -«

The closec of the Civil War wes ony
gome ten or fifteen years in the past
and my father with others having '
gserved 2t Gettysberg, Chancellorsville
ete,, and had been tsken prisoners an
lodged at Bclle Isle snd Libby Prison
had meny tales of gripping interest,
as well as amusing stories to tell,
Many of thcse axperiences were so
good thcy were often repeated,

Before the evening wag over I have
seen meny & luscious laycr-cake cov-
ered with thick hesvy frosting
brought out and served with hot cof-
fee to cheer the guests homewsard boun

How better cen I express the excel-
lence of those dinners then to say,
as en all-round boy,with »n appetite
which seemcd never to be satisfied,
when I had finlshed with one of those
dinners therc wasn't and item of food
or drink thet could tempt me to giwve
it a sidc glance. Yep,I was 'full!

No doubt about it, )

Just a8 fcw names of the =ests cccur
to me now. Cousins'Tip' Oharles,Ed,
and Georgec Weston,and their wives;
uncle Harrison Ferkins,MrilMrs Estler
Mr&Mrs Wm Scranton,Nste and Qsrrie
kingman,Mr & Mrs Qline,Cousin Lizzie
Sparrow,liiss Jessie Glenn,my pet
school teacher,Etc, I used to think

they were the most wonderful p-ople, *

end when they even notice me,put thei
hand on my shoulder,call me Eddie or |
Tedor Ned,2nd tell me what a fine boy
I was,and I looking acroes at my fath
snd mother and seeing their smile of
pride I certainly thought it must be
so,and wasst up for a week,

There was one dcar old lady who used
to come for thd day quite frequently
and was greatly beloved by us all,

It was Grandma Lukens,as we called
her, the mother of Edmund T.and James
H.Lukeng . She wes particularlv fond
of my mother's New Ingland Béiled
Dinners,or Tendelion Grecens. and
we always had one of them when she
came, She was possessed of 2 marve-
lous memorv and had gathered many

interecsting facts of the late Color
ial days,h2ving 1lived in about :
Trenton ~nd Philadelphia, If I am
not mistaken she attended =~ recep-
tion given to L:feyette upon the
occasion of his l-st wisit to this
country in 1825, The public af-
fairs of her day werc all cata-
logued in her mind,and we would
sit absorbed in her intcrcsting
narratives,

Then the ococasions when Mr,é&
Mrs 3E@mund Lukcons camc to our
dinners, I supposc I thought
thet Mr,Lukens was thc most won-
derful man that cver lived, He
could -do so0 many things,»nd do
them well. The evenings when they
camgc were given over almost en-
tircly to music, Mr,. Lukons accom-
anyinz my father who playcd the
cornet, T used to swell with pride
at both of them,so beautifully did
they play. Then eame singing,and
we all secmed to have musical :
wvoices - and then the pilano soles,

These indeed were full evenings,

Memories,precious memorics crowd
in as I reecell these days and
bring back the faces of those
who sat around our family table,

Will you psusec with me in love
and rcspect for thesc dear pcople?

e et i

Mr.Perkins merkes a good sug-
gestion which we pass on to all
concerned:

"The Bulletin is teceming with
interest and cood material,

"Isn't it fine to have new
people contribute their Hit?

"More of these zood people
must be drawn into the circle of
contributors,"
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CHURCH OFFICERS

The Sedsion
A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EMMANUEL KELSKY LEWIS BERGENBACK

Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
BENJAMIN GREEN \ CHARLES DUX

HAYDEN DOCKER

;}[}ﬂg

Church Treasurer
LEWIS E. GREEN

Sunday School

Superittendent .. . . e ST E. B. FOSS
Assistant Superiniendent ............ KENNETH BELL
SECretArY i« vx iy g sl s ALVIN RENNER
Treasurer ...........o..eeceeeueeonnne. VIRGINIA ZAPP
Or0aTIStHE B i 3 it o e FRANCES PITTENGER

Ladies’ Aid Sociely

President .. @ad . & %o 25, MRS. DELMAR GREEN
Vice-President .............. MRS. LELAND BAYLISS
Secretdnll BLET TS iy . nlr MRS. VIOLET BELL
TTCASULET ..o v v oin oo voie siiiteizasssis s MRS. LEWIS E. GREEN
Young People’s Society
President ........................ WILBUR JOHNSON
SECTELUYi & ke i liuls e s JOSEPHINE MEYERS
TTeASUTCY v srvewsswisnvis i) 5 5508 585 s MRS. ELLA RITZER
organist .................... FLORENCE WILDRICK
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