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Sykes Gap
By Jemes E,Loder
( Written about 1878 )

L W

I was born along the banks of th-~
beautiful Delawsre,and from nv
youth up had 2 great love for ramb-
ling along the banks of this lovely
gstream, AncC in this way became
familiar with the country for forty i
miles around,

I removed to Oxford when I was
about seventeen anéd it being as it ¢
were a new country afforded 2 new
land for explorations, The village
of Oxfor¢ was 2 small iron town of
two thousand inhabitants; though it
wag gecattered so much that a stran-
ger passing throuch the place would
suppose thet there were but 2 few
hundred, The important part of r
the town was o large Store which t
which was the center o attraction
from all quarters for business pur-
poses as well ss for gossip.

I wes cmployed st the time in the
capacity of clerk, As there was |
nothing capecirlly exciting aboutb
the town wc hoys often had to break
the monotony of life,

About this time there came to Oxz-
ford o young man (whom we will cell

& »

George,my own name beinz Jim ) whose
love for pecdestrian execursions, and
in faet,cvecry thing beeutiful in

nature rivaled or
He had scen more of the world
than I hev1na gpent one summer in
the Ad1rondacks and also had travelet
in other cdirections.
And gs travel broadens the mind

excelled my ovwn,

his claim upon the surrounding areas

accessible to pedestrians, was
unlimited, Heretofore I had
been satisfied with a comparatively
small scope of the country,my walks
being limited to two or three miles,
and to walk five miles was sonething
to talk about with pride,

Being essily influenced,I was
soon convinced that five miles was
but a small welk,which any girl
could accomplish, and if I wished
to build up a2 reputation as 2 walker
I must g0 four times that distance,
or twenty miles,

see page three)
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A new heart will I give you end
e new spirit will I put within yous
~and I will teke away the stony
" heart out of your flesh,

And T will put my 8pirit within
you,and cause you to walk in my
statutes,»nd ye sheall keep mnmy
Judgments and do them,

— -~ Ezekiel 38:76,27

"Almlrhty God in whom is per-
fect pemce, Draw us,we prey Thee,
into the secret of ”hy presence
that we may find that peace which
guiets every doubt »nd fills the
the heart with joy »nd confidence,

Save us from the sheame and empti-
ness of » fretful and hurried life,

Grant us pstience that amid
the storms of life we mey hear
» deeper voice agsuring us that
=11 is well,because Thou art with
us,our Redeemer and Lorc, Amen,

Next 8a2bbsth will be Eesster
and we shall have unusuasl ser-
vices,with the observance df the
Lord's Supper. The Choir will ren-
der seversl besutiful ~nthems on
which much® time has be~n spent,
and will be sung with glsdness
befitting the theme and occasion,

The 9th annusl Reunion will -
be on May 2lgt,»nd plens to make
it snother great event rsre well
on the wey,

For the morning hour of wor-
ship we have been trying to per-
sunde the Rev,Howard D,Perkins,
Dean of the Cethedral Church of

' . Seint Luke, Portlsnd,Maine,to

come »nd presch for us,
in the next issue to make =a
definite announcement, We know
that many of his old friends are
urging him to come, But it is

8 long distance for him to come
snd leave the busy life of s
great church:2snd if he decides
to arrange for such an absence
it will be highly appreciated,
and considered » great favor to
his old Oxford friends,



Notes by Abrem Pittenger

(Mrs Jane Fittenger Haufler writes,
As you know my father hes been stay=-
ing with me in the winter, The days
the Bulletin and the Weshington Star
came were the red letter days of tib
week, It is splendid thet you sre
able in this way to bring hsppiness
to so many people, Before father lef
he wrote the following and ssked me
to send it to you,)

"For some time I have been reading
the 3ulletin sbout things that hep-
pened in Oxford.I can look back =
good many years 8¢ I will be eighty
seven on liarch 3lst.

Mr,Weber spoke about the Uentennial
in 1878, This was before my marriage
and my wife went with her brother,
Wm, 8, Cooke, I went with Arthur Allen
a brother of Mrs.Belle Stinson.

It was nothing like th~ Fair in
Chicego in 1935, My son Will and I
went there from Joliet three or four
times, If you got in & crowd there,
there was no turning back,

Mrs, Zulauf wondered how many re-
membered lr Terwilliger. T well re-
member him,heving been in gled load
rideing perties with him, I met him
later at the Newton street School
in Newark ,where he was Principal,

I can't recall mbout all the mules
and horses I have seen in my time,

After the Neil factory,where I wsas
employed, shut down Mr George Searing
permitted me to take 2 team of mules
and a wood wagon to get a load of
wood, I hacd been there before,this
time
me., We had 2 big load and on coming
down the mountain the front wheel
struck a big stone which caused the
wagon tongue to swing 2gainst one of
the mules,knocking it over on its
gide and under the other mules,

The mule lay there as if deead,with
his eyes closed,

Charlie got excited and said,
'Mein Gott', But as I had seen this
happen before I said, 'He is not
dead but sleepeth,'

(Mrs Haufler edds,

"Mr.Yount ,I tell father I question if
the quotations of the last episode
are sultable for the Bulletin, but
thought you might enjoy reading it.
We did, and so will others!

sfrom the village,

Charley Baumgartner went with \)
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(from front cover)

As the accomplishment of any feat
makes it seem less in our own eyes-—
even twenty miles »fter a time be -
ceme »s an ordinary walk; and our
smbition led us to Attempt even
forty miles,which was finally done,

But whet I wish to speak of here
is our expedition to Sykes Gap which

ﬁ’was a particularly favorite place

of oursg,being about three miles

The place itsdf
wes oertainly very beautiful being
an opening between two mountains
and 2bout two miles in extent,

You could enter at one end and
come out 2t the other,making » very
pleasant walk for any one who en-
joys nature unbroken Dy any scene
that would indicate the prescnce
of man, Especlally in the Fall was
it was even prettier when the leaws
were turned into various shades
which nature's artist knows well
how to srrange to make most pleas-
ing to the eye, Being rather a sol-
itary place to any one who is in
the least superstitious,it was
much more pleasant to have a com-
panion, There was a strange
legend connected with this place
which was written up by a2 friend
of mine (this same George) and
published in the semi-weekly N,Y,
Tribune,which made it evcn more
attractive to us,

Now I believe that cverv one has
8 tinge of superstition which,ly-
ing dormant c¢Pn he engendcred in
them under conditions favorablée to
give them life. If you can't do
this the story I am sabout to tell
will lose h~lf its intercst,

As our duties would not permit s
to 2o away very often in the day,
we were often obliged to 2o in the
uncAnny hours of the night,and at
last we came to prefer mid-nicht as
the most desirable time to be there,

We usually started about 10:30 PM
so as to be comfortably settled and
all fixed around the large fire
which we would build,

In our rambling through the Gap
we accidently stumbled upon s
small space 2t the foot of the
hill,partially enclosed by a wall
extendine around three sides,leav-
ing the fourth side open to aplace
very favorable to build a fire, (over



enclosed wells reflecting back the
heat,and with 2 little alteration
and addition,- especially on the two
sides sq s to bresk the force of the
wind sweeping up and down throuch the
Gap,-made 2n exceedinly comforteble
place, And in fact became in time,
as we went there so often it seemed
like homc to us, and we would remark
to each other that no matter how hard
the wind “lecw or how hard the rain
fell (for = reiny nicht was & partic-
ularly choice night to us) we always'
seemed to he amply shcltered and ex-
tremely comfortable,2lthough we had
no shelter over us except what the
trees afforded, We had to 1lausgh

at oursclves remerking to each other
that it reined pretty hard out doors
and cdreading to start back home in
such a roain,when it would be dripping
down in full force from the limbs and
twigs above us,

Tf any of you have ever becn out
in the woods on 2 moon-1irht ni~ht
you will know that every thing pre-
sents » cifferent appearance from its
usval aspect, I shall never forget
what a time we had to find the place
the first nicht we were out;how we
stumbled around amonc the rocks,how
George tore his pants and cPme near
breakinz his shin by stumbling on bhe
sharp edze of 2 rock, He wes the wmost
unfortunate fellow in this respect
I ever met and would always me~t with
accldent, -ither a tear,or mud,or
wet feet,or something of the kind;
probably vecause he always lcd the
way and I therecfore eacaped the dan-
zers he fell into, I had & poor
memory in the first place,»nd was.
alweys losing my way,while he was
an excepftioneliy good guide,and would
always know # place if he had been
over the ground before,

To write » complete reminiscence
of all the 1ncidents connected with
our excursions would fill & Zood
sized volume,so I will confine my-
self to one nicht in particuler,
which stands out prominently in my
mind a~ove the others as beiny
connected with the supernatural,

(to he concluded next issue)
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Hillside Cemetery
3y Clinton E,Weston,Chairman,

The Hillside Cemetery Association
has held its three regular monthly
meetings throughout the winter months

At these meetings the reports of
the various committees,composed of

Cemetery,Finence and Enterteinment,
are taken up and discussed inorder
to arrive at matured plans to fol-
low when the weather permits com-
mencing work in the Cometery.

These committees to a certain
extent work independently, which
indicates that whatever is decided
upon is done with some order and
systen, _

The Association hes in the
short time since its orgsnization
issued six perpetual care certifi-
cates,and inquiries have been re-
ceived 1in regard to severel more,
which is most gratifying 2nd en-
couraging to the Officers and the
Trustees so thet they realize that
their efforts have the confidence

and the support of 211 who are
interested in having this fine
Cemetery second to none,

The Crmetery Committe is now
sendinz out return-post-cerds to
those whose addresses ~Prc aveilable
for the purpose of securing 'more
scasonal care subscribers;the cost
of this carc being three dollars a
year, But the Committec wishes it
understood that it has no thought
of interfering in any way those
who have other plans for the care
of their plots. The main idea
beinz to encourage the care and
maintenance of as many plots as
can be obtained,

The beautiful decorations at
Christmas time hawe been commented
upon, and now, witn the 2pproach
of Decoration Day,the anticipetion
is that the Cemetery,which has come
to mesn so much to many, will look
more beautiful than ever,
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The Session
A. G. YOUNT, Moderator
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ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EMMANUEL KELSKY LEWIS BERGENBACK

Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
BENJAMIN GREEN CHARLES DUX

HAYDEN DOCKER

Church Treasurer

LEWIS E. GREEN

] et
Sunday School
SUDERINLenaents . . . v - vt et E. B. FOSS
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Secret@?y mauiicd oo cis P Ravef. . ALVIN RENNER
TreasUrergrei. .. & 5a88..5.0..28 VIRGINIA ZAPP
Organist@ TR . . . X El.. . Nas FRANCES PITTENGER
».Hﬁ;

Ladies’ Aid Sociely

Prestdent’ ... o e cuvigsne MRS. DELMAR GREEN
Vice-President . i < oo s MRS. LELAND BAYLISS
Secrelanyy cgmmp v o xivd o o5 % 8y MRS. VIOLET BELL
Tregsuer; Mot 2 . el MRS. LEWIS E. GREEN
T
Young People’s Society
Bresident v el s s s e WILBUR JOHNSON
SECYELANY \isniaibeon sismmenis wwie 4 JOSEPHINE MEYERS
Treasurer ................c...... MRS. ELLA RITZER
Orgamist ot ieiniinni . hansas FLORENCE WILDRICK

(dggr— T — A S Tedgsa— st Tesga— @ i Tedgda— 4 i}



