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Mr,Philip W. Henry writes:-

"Amon~> those from Oxford who =t-
tended the Centennisl in 18768 were
my brother Will »nd myself,»nd we
steayed in Philedelphir several days
with relatives. We were there on
the 4th of July,which was one of
the hottest deys within my memory,

I wes particularly interested in
visiting the exhibit of the S8tate
of New Jersey where I found a map
of New Jersey which I had made and
which was exhibited by the Oxford

-

Public 8School 25 one of its Exhibits,

I wes ~lso interested in Edwin
Perkins' account of the wvarious
horses in Oxford when we were young;
but our horse,which was well
described, had the name of Frank
insteard of the one given by,Ed.

(" ¥Mr,Henry's reference to the maps

will recall to the reader the
article in last issue by Mrs,Henry
Zulauf,an’ makes 2n interesting
sequel to it.)

Mr,Hunphrey is usine his influence
in the intereet of the 01d Furn=mce
by writin~ impressive letters to
the mombors of the Appr-prietinns
Committec of the State Assembly,
uraing them to mrke »n sppropria-
tion 2t this session.

He sends us senple copies
letters he ie writine,»nd we
sure they will bte read with
by then,

It would help grestly if
fricnds »f this historic relic
shoruld 2lso send personsl »ppenls
t0 the committee or to the wembers

of the
ATE

other

interest

)

of the Lozislrture from their County,

"A mectin~ ~f the Hillside Ceme-
tery Associrtion will be held on
Sunday Fo™, 26th,»t 2 o'eclock in
the Coloninl ¥, ¥, Church,
nf =1l trustees =nd
urgently requested, "

Lre,Beesie Hendersnn,Sen,

nfficers ig

The presence

Bulletin No.451, Feb, 26,1939

But the fruilt of the Spirit is
love,joy,peaoe,long-sufferine, ‘
gentleness,goodness,falth,meekness,
temperance: against such there is
no law, And they that are Christ's
have crucified the flesh with the
affections and lusts,

; --—=-Grlatiang 5:22-2:

#*0 God,Thou great Redeemcr of mean-
kind,our herrts a¥e tender in the
thought ofthee,for in »21ll the af-
flictions of our race thou hest
Been afflicted, Thou hnast been
wounded for our transgressions end
bruised for our iniguitics,end a1l
our sins are 1lmsid upon Theco,

We prry thee,0 Lord, for the
graces of a purc and holy life,
that we mav no longer add to the
weight of the world!'s sin that is
laid upon thee,but m2v shere with
thec in thy redemptive work.,

Help ur in pmstience to cerry
forward the eternsl cross of Christ
counting it joy if we,tno,sTe
sown 28 grains of wheat in the fur-
rows of the world,for only by the
agony of the righteous comes the
redenption of the world,

o k.

The Prstor will conduct reclicious
gservices at the Presbyterian Home
for 0ld Fnlks,in Belvidere,this
rfternoon At 3 O'clock,

. The regular monthly mecting
of .the Ledies 4id Society will be
held on March 7th. It will be pre-
ccded by a covered dish luncheon
in the Chrpel,

The Ladies are planning for the
Cafeterin Supper in the Chrpel on
March 17%h,

Berah Ann,dsuchter ~f Mr,snd
Mrs, Georze R,Wirth was prescnted
for Christian Beptiam ~t the morn-
ing Service 1lmaat Ssbhath,

Thc babe of twn montha is the
zrandchild of the Prator,=ncd the
prrents réside in Plsinfield,N,J,



Old. Oxford Days 8 YEKES GA4P

By Clinton E,Weston 3y George S, Humphrey
Mrs, Naomi Poole,a former reai - I suppose that everybody in Oxford
dent of Oxford, answered the final knows where Sykes Gap is,and that 1t
gumnmons on J&nuary 30th,last,at is » rugged pass between hich hills,
the Masonic Home,Burlington,N.J, which opens out of Van Ness Gap ale-
and entered into eternal rest in most directly over the eastern porta:

the wonderful and mysterious beyond, ;of the railroad tunnel and extending
Coming to Oxford as Miss M~Fall inortherly to Axford avenue near Cat

in the early '70s to teach in the gSwamp. I fesr that since the woods
public school,she 2t once made a ‘were cut off a few years ago it has
most favorable impression in the lost its former wildness, "Hut when
community “y the cherm of her per- I knew it there was » dense growthof
sonality =nd v engaging in the forest,mostly oak and chestnut,with

activities of the plece,both social an occasional ©Wig sycamore or other
and religious,with = nrtur=l grace great tree which gave the Gep 2 qual-
that soon won her » host of lasting 1ty of remoteness that was fascina-
friendship=, ting to me, ,

Soon aftcr arriving in Oxford she While en occasional walk through
became » member of the Second Church, the Gap on a Drisht Sunday afternoon
The Writer’plthough a2t a tender age wag considered 2 pleas%mnt little
et the timc.hes vivid recollections Outing,I think that my old friend
of her weslth of black curls--the "Jim" Loder and myself were the only
vogue of the time--snd in one par-  Persons who apprecisted its charm
ticular instence of the spelling-bee 8% night or its wild besuty in esrly
that was helc in the M, E, Church snd Worning. Soon after my coming to
thet ercatod such widespresd inter— OXford,more then sixty years ago,we
est,and thc fact that Miss McFall — ©XploTed the locality pretty thor-
carricd off onec of the prizes, qughly.and AMON T the other interest-

Misg McFall was born July 6,1855, IBf th1§%8 Giscovered what wes evi-
at Bethel,Ponne, ,and completed her dently'uhe remaing of a charcoal
studies in the local.school;being burner's hut,oc upicd meny yeers
so apt and proficient that she was 820 when charcoal was used as fuel
granted o teacher!'s certificate to 2% the old blast furnace. WNear by

teach and in succession taucht at was one of the "pits" which I sup-
Uertin's Orcck,Harmony and lestly pose are still found in the woods
at Oxford, throughout that entire region,end

On October 26,1878,Miss McFall  aT¢ €easily distinguished as trees
was marricc. in the Second Church by BRave never grown on them,and because
Mr,.Cline to Williem B.Poole,who came they are covered with » thick carpet
to Oxford shortly after the Civil rgf grass., The hut bhsd “een con-
Wer. A large,fine looking men,snd (Btructed on the hillside,a short dis-

they made @ decidedly handsome ance above the floor of the gap
couple, hrouzh which » brook, renerally cone
In 1884 ,Mr.~nd Mrs,Poole with cealed among the loose rocks,flows

thelr familv,moved to Scranton and with a2 soft zurglin~ sound, In front
were members of the firsth Presby- of the ruln of the charcorl »urner's
terian Jhurch there until Mr,FPoole's hut some of the stones had been re-

death in 1927, moved so that the clesr spring water
Throughout the yeers Mra,Poolels was available,
interest "nc love of Oxford never At first Jim and T spent many aftez

waned,anc those who visited her in  noonson the site,rebuilding the
the past fow yesrs,spoke of her en- Walls over which we place = shelter

thusiasm 25 she recalled the deer of boughsnd constructinz a fireplace
old days =mong the people she held in front of the "door;malso cleeri
in sffectionate regaxrd, the path to the sprinz, 3ut later

In the paseing of =snother of thet we bezan the practice of spending a
coterie of fricnds of old to blend -Saturdsy ni~ht there rotusning to
T

with the tices of eternity,we pr . tovas
our respcects to » loving zétheg yﬂnd » devout Christisn,



civiligation in time for Ghurch Sun- .

day morninzZ.-a wvery necessary thing
in those days! I was employed in
the "Officc" snd had my evening free
while Jim,>cinz In the "8tore" could
not leave till later. So it devolved
on me to 7o out with the provisions
before dark,gct the firc started and,
the viands rcady for cooking as soon
as Jim should arrive,

For illumination we had 2 number
of minerts lamps hunz on trees,end
for beacons we used several soft
porous bricks which we soaked in
Kerosene and suspended with wire,

When these were lizhted they made
a glare which could be seen for a
long distance through the woods,and
served as a guide for Jim on his
semewhat "Spooky" walk to the ocemp,
Also eachcarried a revolver,and
when Jim reached the entrance to
the Gap he would fire a shot towhich
I responded, We kept this up at
frequent intervals until he reached
the hut,

Near thc camp we had discovered
a sort of cave under a biZz rock
where we scquestered all our uten-
8ils—fryins pan, gridiron,kettle,
onffee pot,cups,tin plates,etc.--80
that we were not obli zed to lug
them back and forth every time we
canped, While we ocoasionally
heard the sharp bark of a fox or the
hoot of an owl,the only wild animels
which disturted us were diminutive
field mice which were attracted by
§he odor of our provisions and seemed
to 1like thc warmth of our camp.-—

frequently smusinz themselves by run—

ning aoross our faces and awakening
g out of s sound and perceful sleep.

After cendurinz their attentions for

some time wc circumvented them by
tying everything edible in packazes
and suspendin: them by strinzs from
near by troes, This plen preservad
our food,and we soon beoare accus-
tomed t~, ond rather enjoyed,their
journeys over our faoces,or their
nestling under our shirts, They were
very companionable,

The early mornings were
besutiful. The sun rising
esgtern hill =»nd —redurlly penetrat-
ing into the shadowy depths of the
narrow :°p,ecconprnied by the sing-
inz of birds— nnt only robins end
other fAmilisr sonzsters,but the

eapecinrlly
~bove the

more unusual and sweet tones of the

wood-thrush and the soft,cooing of
nourninz doves—-—-all which created e
feelinz of pemce and = sense of lov-
liness which only those who have
had sinmilar experiences csn appre-
cinte, We alweys felt thot it was
by no mesns »n unprofitable bezin-
ninz for the 8sbbath-—~ view with
which,I »m sorry to s=y, some of
our elders did not agree,

At first we picked out werm and
pleasant summer eveninzs for excur-
sions to the Gap, but as we became
monre and more to enjoy the nizht
there,we would sOmetimes start out
together in a rain or even snow
storm,late in the evenins, carrying
lanterns as a light to our way.

We always kept a supply of dry
wood in the shelter of our camp so
that soon after our arrival we
would have a crackling fire,

Then resting comfortably in our
hut and listeninz to the patter of
the rain on the boucrhs which cov-
ered it snd on the trees aboit us,
we felt that there was s charm in
it all which,while different from
that of a2 mild summer nizht, was
equally entrasncing,

Most of our fellow hoarders ot
the "Fowler House" considercd us
rather "looney" when we bezan our
nizht trips to the Gap, Buf when
we went out there on stormy ni~hts
they wondered if we were not soon
to become tenants of the State Asy—~
lun, However we continued on the
even tenor of our way,thinking
that our style of enjoyment was at
least &s rationel as spending an
eveninz in playin~ cards or in gos-
sipinz, Neverthecless,we continued
to be regarded as "a littlc queer.®

And T Tuess we were rather un-
usuel,

We always felt that the
Gap must have becen a fovorite re-
sort for Indians in ancient times,
and we kept up 2 constant search
for evidence of their occupations,
eéspeclally after hearin~ the lex
end of Linstrom,the charcoal burner
and the burirl place of the Delsa-
weres, But we did see some strance
and -interestiny sishts there,sbout
which I may write more fully some
t ime,
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CHURCH OFFICERS

The Session
A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM FPITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EMMANUEL KELSKY LEWIS BERGENBACK

Tl

Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
BENJAMIN GREEN CHARLES DUX

HAYDEN DOCKER

wllot
Church Treasurer
LEWIS E. GREEN

Sunday School

BSUDETIICTUENT ™ on o o v s emmrs o oc o = e i E. B. FOSS
Assistant Superintendent ............ KENNETH BELL
Secretary i . Heon . mmpegr. w2 L ALVIN RENNER
Tregsumer i Bt . Sloil < cavso o . P VIRGINIA ZAPP
Organist s oomw, o .. FRANCES PITTENGER
Ladies’ Ai‘d Society
PresiQent, .. op. cobmir g B MRS. DELMAR GREEN
Vice-Puesident “.% 5y .0 = . &) MRS. LELAND BAYLISS |
S eCretary il i SN L MRS. VIOLET BELL
TreqsSuUrer v ns gine sl i . MRS. LEWIS E. GREEN
Young People’s Society
PresidCTil ma e e WILBUR JOHNSON
it e e o e JOSEPHINE MEYERS
TEeASUTCT fo e iy sraiiaseeis ~ 36 MRS. ELLA RITZER
OrGaILISE. e . dpr - Siils, - it FLORENCE WILDRICK
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