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Remember the days of old, consider the years of many
generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee; thy
elders, and they will tell thee.—Deuteronomy, 82:7.
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When there is no vision,the
people perish...Prov.29:18

Whereupon,0 King Acrinpa, I was
not disobedient unto the heavenly
vielon, &dte. XA7:! 16,

" Most ¢racious God, the Fountain
of all “lessing; Trhou hast opened
thy hand to fill us with all good
things:! Thou keepest us beneath
the shadow of thy wings in safety;
Thou providest for us as a father;
Thou lovest us as a friend,and art
exceedingly merciful to all that
fear thee.and for all things do we
ascribe to Thee,O Lord,all praise
anc honor and glory. Amen.

The Union Thankseiving neeting
last Wednesday evening excee~ded our
expectations in both attendance and
impressivemess. The printed program
was carried out fully,and there
were pleasing extras, All who were
present expressed delight with the
gservice,and there should be no dif-
ficulty in repeating it in coming
years., Captain Clark Little,son
of "Jep" Little,Oxford MHorn and
bred,and Lievtenant Strain of the
Salvation Armg- frow Bethlehem,Fa.
came esgpecially to attend this
service. The Captain made a short
and interestines talk,and the lieu-
tenant played two hyrms on the
cornet in a thrilling manner,in -
tones nure ard beautiful.

Captain Little brought his band

“of nearly twenty instruments to

Oxford,last Tuesday evening for

a concert in the School hall,arnd
all were =surprised and pleased with
the excellent music they sunplied.

We acknowlecge receipt of one
dollar each from Mrs,Ella Bumiller
Kellogg; Miss Eva 3umiller,and Mrs.
Jennie Radel Hardess. Many thanks.

We urge upon our readers to send
in articles,letters and other mat-
erial for the Bulletin,



Josenh W.Shinpen

During the long period of 35
yvears in which Dr.Wir.Shippen was
the sole owner of the Furnace,he
did not manage it himself,hut at
first leased it to Jacob Starn (as
stated in the last instal_ment of
this history),and after the 1lease
expired,or onthe death of Starn,on
or before 1740,bé then let his won
Joseph operate the Furnace until
hig deallh in 1786, Joseph him-
gelf owned no nart of it,though had
he outlived his father he would
have inherited it with all the land
by his father's will. 3But unfortu-
nately for his family,he died gix
years before his father. However
he operatec it for 20 years under
the most favorable circunstances,
as if he were the real owner. For
apparently his father let him have
all the profits from the Furnace in
that period,for he becane a man of
wealth,as deeds we found in Newton
and Trenton show that he purchased
large tracts of land. Tor qne tract
he paid 6000 pounds. As he man-
aged the Furnace during wmost if not
all of th- Revolutionary War, this
is not surprising,for the profits
mast
out doubt,he was well prepared to
managed the business as he had rwuch
time to learn it,for he began to
live in the Mansion house bDefore
1770,s0 thet he had more than ten
years to make himself familiar with
all the details of the business,
Histories of the rfurnace,with
one exception,furnish no informatim
about the life of Joseph, Hut we
have cdiscovered a nw'ber of details
which shed some licht uvpon his life
anc. character. Joseph W.Shippen,
son. of Dr.Wn-,Shippen,thes Elder,was

born in Phila, Oct.17.1737. The
first reference %o him is found in

a letter of his father to the lat-
ter's brother Edward,of Lancas-
ter,Pa.lch,.8,1756,in which he says,
"I than you for your kindness to
my son Jo, He has finished his Led--
ger to prettvy ~ood nurpose,and has
cone over Euclid again,and I think
can raise a vnroportion to secundum
arten." Joseph was then 19 years
old,and evidently in his uncle's
school i~ Lansaster, The letter

=

indicates that he was being prepared
for a commercial life. We do not

know whether or not he attendédPrince
ton College,where his Drother Willim
hacd been educated.As his father was
a trustee and wealthy,it is strange
if he dic not go there,

The next information is drawn from
ithe letters of Jogpeh now in the
Hlistorical Society in Phila. These
Imostly deal with his business there
“in the 1780s,which was that of an
importer of fine wines. He probably
had a store there, The earlieat
proof of his resicdence in Oxford is
a letter written frowm Oxford,when he
was ill in bed,to the Countv “lerk
at Newton in behald of one of his
necgro slaves imprisoned there for
a theft,for which the penalty was
death.This was in the year 1770.

On February 18,1775 Joseph = was
appointed Justice of Peace in Bussex
County,™ the Governor and Council
which met at Perth Amboy. This is
evidence of his rising importance in
the county. Anc during the Revolu-
tionary War he served as paymaster
in the Hospital of Washington's army
in Bethlehem,Pa. In 1777 we find
references to him in the letters of
his sister-in-law,nhis Drother William

have been large, Then too,with-wife,and in tre Journal of their

daughter Nancy. - Nancy was then

in a Girl's school in Trenton,and

her mother wrote,savine,"I have look
ed all over this place({Reading,F.
where she stayed part of the time
while avoiding Fhila,curing the pres-
ence of the British Army) but no mus-
lin,satin or dimity can be got.How-
£ver your Uncle Joe says he has a
.whole suit of dimity very fine and
fthat you may have what you want.Get

“enough for two bagd,one for me,and

the other for vourself." In another
letter her mother promises that her
Uncle Joe Shivpen will come for her
"in our Phaeton" %o bring her > from
New York., This was in 1781l. And in
1784 Nancy Votes in her Journal,--
"I went...to hid my Uncle Shippen
farewell Hefore he went home;he has
been uvon a visit to Papa for this
last three weeks."

t ig nlain that Joserh was held in
deep affection »y his family in Phila
and this fact with the letfer solioc-
iting mercy for his slave in peril._
of death,chowsplainly that he (over)



that he was a person of friendly
disposition. It is possible too,
end as often happens in such cases,
that he was easy going and apt to
yield to those of stronger will
and determination, such as his
brother William who had creat in-
flusnce over him, We were im-
pressed with this fact in studying
Joseph's letters of which the very
handwriting showed this +trait.

This characteristic should be
kept in mind in judging his conduct
in the matter that mcsi deeply in-
terests us,--his marriage to Martha
Axford, It is well known that the
union was not legitimated,and that
this was cdue to the pressure of
Joseph's family in Philadelphia,

This wealthy and aristocratic
fanily was: dowminated ™7 the ideas
of the English high caste system,
whlch we can harly understand,and
does not exist in this country to-
day. But apart from this most
regretable omission,the union of
Jogseph and Martha was in every
other way praiseworthy and fitting.

Both helongecd to excellent fami-
lieg,It. is ouite natural that the
children of such a union should be
of a superior type. There were
seven of these who wmarried into
the most prominent families in this
region--Blair,McMurtrie ,}McTier,
Crisman,Taylor,etc.,all leading
pioneer families.

There is a romantic side to
this marriage. Joseph grew up in
and novec among the high social
people of Phila.,and had ample op-
portunity to marry in that company,
but instead he comes out to this
wilderness and loses his heart to
a plain country girl and lives with
her devotedly until death,The fact
ig creditiule to both parties, to
Joseph that he followed his ‘awn
tre love,and to Martha that she
had such superior attraction for
hin, Here is a fine backzround
for a great novel or drama,and in
time,n0o doubt,it will be sv.taken
and ceveloped.

Higtorical judgment must take
into account all the factors of the
time and circumstancesj;and this
rule we have tried to follow in
this record.
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