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Anc when they were come into the
house, they sgw the young child with
Mary his mother,and they fell down
and worshipped him: and when they
had opened their treasures,they
presented unto him gifts; gold,and
frankincense,and myrrh,

—~—=-Matthew 2:11

¥Almizhty God,who by the birth
of thy Holy One into the world
didst give thy true light to dawm
upon our darkness; Grant that as
we welcome our Redeemer ,hiS DTeSe
enoce may shed abroad in our hearts
and in our homes the light of
heavenly peace and joy. And help
us so to celebrate this day,in
hunility »nd =zratitude,in unself-
ish love »nd cheerful scrvice,that
our keeping of Christmnas may be a
blessing to our souls,a memorisl
to Christ,» benefit t» our fellow
men,»nd = thanks~iving to Thee for
thine unspeskable pift of the
8aviour, Armen,"
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We trust our rerders will
like this Christmas issue nf the
Bulletin, Thanks to Mr Humphrey's
beautifuletory of the first set-
lers in this region 200 years alo,
we have been able to make it with
other items real "Jhristmasyd

This ia the more fittinT this
year as Jhristmag falls on Gurday,.

The Manse has been flooded with
~be-utiful OChristmas cards ~nd
other favors,more than ever before,
: from friends ncar earnd far,-

Our henrts h=ve been deeply
stirred by such kind remembrances
and we find it impossible to ex-
press our gratitude as we would
like to do,

We can only say!thank you' and
pray God's richest blessinys to
abide with you =11.

The Sundsy Schnol Christmas Ex-
ercises 1last Wednesdayevenin~, in
the church were unususl.y fine
and every one was delishtoel with
3t alk,



A Modern St,Nicholas &b Oxford

A thousanc years ago there lived
in Asis Minor a zood man known as
St,Nicholas who has through the
centuries been called the children's
patron saint, The Dutch who settled
at Manhattan spelled his name 8an
Nicholaas, which sounded to the

English colonists like Santa Claua, ' )

which is the origin of ~2ur popular
Christmas saint,

We have a similar type in Mr,
Charles L, 3itzig,» business man of
Newark, who has for years bgen give-
ing time 2and money in collecting
and distributing clothing,and other
needful +things for the poor, But
he specinslizes in Christmas toys and
gimilar ~rticles for children. He is
this ye~r supplying these in four
towns, ~nd Oxford is fortun~tely one
of them, The citigens of Newsrk
frecly ‘'ive him don~tions of cnsh
besides v-rious rrticles of cloth-
ing thev c~n sprre,»nd they know Le
will distribute them wisely to the
needy pcople in selected places,

All the 1l-~rce tables in the ch2pel
haw been piled hizh with » remark-
"ble nssortment of toys.z~mes,books
and innumer~ble objects to delight
the children, He bezan brineing
them here weeks »20 #nd helped .7
to distribute them for nenrly 300
Oxford children,

But he uses » fine system in doingzg
this, A committee of locoal citizens
representine the whole community wes
sppointed to arranze for the proper
distribution, These were Mrs Delm-r
Green,lrs.Jennie Fichtel »nd Mrs,
M~ry Cryon, representinz the three
churches of Oxford, They had the
agsistonce of Mrs,H.Johnson,
the public school nurse,=nd Mr, Lecey
the

the n=mes of ~11l the children who
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Christmas in the 01d Forest
A Picture in Outline
By George S, Humphrey

The snow was falling steadily all
day and the wind,which roared among
the naked branches of the oaks and
sighed through the pines and hem-
locks, hac piled the drifts deep
againgt the sides of the ecabin,

Even the spring was buried out of
gight and the gurglinz of the brook
was hushed by the great mantle that
covered i%t,

Just at sunset the snow ccased
falling and the licht,brerking
through the clouds, sccmed to add
to the cold which grew morc intense,

The wind,shiftina to thc north,
becamc ficrcer and morc sesrching,
an¢ the full moon roge to cast her
frigid smile upon the work of King
Winger's prowess! ”

The cabin was small snd 2lmost
the whole of one end was occupied
by & hume stone firc-place in
which the burnine logs crackled
and rosred,bidcines defisnce to the
champions of cold without,2nd,as

1t were,takine up the oauntlet
which they had thrown down—the
old »nd never endin~ strife be-
tween wermth and ~old,love =nd
h~te, cood »nd evil,

The logs of the ¢abin were
straicht and deftly joined ~t the
corners;the ~hinks hed been well

filled with clry; the puncheon
floor wns tieht ~nd ne~rly covered

with benrr skins; the few copper
utensils hangine on the walls were
polished bricht and =lowed with
ruddy licht reflected from the
blazine hearth,scoffin~ at the
challenge of the cold moon in the
sky and voicineg praises and wor-

0371 relief officer in collectingship to the =rest Spirit of Fire,

An array of blue Delft china

wruld not ntherwise ~et nice toys,etc,and burnished pewter ~listened on

for Christmers, The Jormittee spent
many hours the prst week in fillinzg
larme cartons with rrticles fitted
to e~ch f~mily of children,~nd one
of these wrs delivered yesterdny to
erch fanily, The cormunity will
appreci~te this berutiful form of
phila>nthr py,~nd he~rtily extend to
Mr . Bitzi @B their wormest thanks,

the oaken table,around which were
placed four square-built,hickory-
per~ed chairs; one nf the chairs
was hi~h-ge~ted and was cushioned
with patrid~e feathers,covered
with soft buckskin,

Within the chimney swunc the
crane, suspended from which was

wes the merrily boilin~ pot;
(dVd*%



while nearby the splt sustained a
sputterin-,brownins haunch of
venison., Above the mantle hun~
the rifle and quaintly carved
powder horn,

Near the ~reat fire-place sat
the Man and close to him the Wife;
and on a werm,thick wolf-robe at
their feet between them played the
Child,

At one side silently crouched
the Indian who,overtaken by the
storm,ill clad,cold and half
starved--entered the cabin and
claimed the ready hospitality of
the Man and Wife,

Close by them stood a small
hemlock spplina,brichtened with
red wintermreen berries,vitter
sweet,and other ornaments from
the forest; and it told of the
dear Lord Christ and of Love h
and Peace end Good Will; while the
Man opened the Book and read of
the sweet Babe of Bethlehem,

And thc Men and the Wife he~rd
not the storm without, but thenked
and worshipped the srest God and
Father--—reoter than the XKino of
Winter, rc~ter than the Spirit of
Fire; -nd they proyed for His
blessinT upon themselves, the
Child ~nd the Indisn,

When we were repairincg oud
church orzan last year, we received
from Mr Georme Weber a check sent
him by his ~rand-son Clerence Hanna
of Cleveland,Ohio, The check was
by the Jleveland Plain Dealer, &
reward of merit to Master Clarence,
then 14, for some art work,

Clarence wrcte that he had read
in a 3ulletin,loaned them by kirs,
Ed.F.Stout, thst we were repairinzg
the Orzan end that he desgsired that
this chesk should be ziven for
that purpose, But when we ot it
all thc costs of the work had been
paild, 8o we heve kept this 2ift in
mind snd have bouTht with it a
music lamp for the orzan,which
has "een badly needed,

It wo= the first money Clarence
earned by his srt work,and he has
put it t2 a berutiful service that
will be 1-n— remembered,
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