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0 ~ive thanks unto the Lord, for
he is mood;for his mercy cndureth
forever,

Oh that men would prnise the Lord
for his Toodness,and for his won-
derful works to the childrcn of
rnen | -—— Psalm 107: 1,8,

When the Pil~-rim Fathcrs in
the May Flower anchored =t Crpe
Cod,in 1630,nfter » ninc weekts
stnrmy Vvoyazwe, they wuscecd this
Psolm in their worship, It was
afterward cnlled the "Bsnli: of the
Pil~rin Frthers,"

"We thank thee,0 Lord for nll
thy mercies of cvery kind, We
blegs thee for the ~ift of life,
for thy protection round about us,
for thy auidins hand upon us,and
for the many tokens of thy love
within us. We thank thee for godd
hopes and precious memories, for
friendship and duty,for the joys
that cheer and the trials that
teach us to trust in thee. In all
these benefits,our heavenly Father
make us wise to use them to thy
slory and our own welfare and
happiness, Amen,"

e ot o s g et . ot e i b e

Next Thursdey 1s our national
Thanksgiving Day, It is really the
most distinctive of all holidays,

Partly becauge no other country
has such » national celebration,
and because 1t is so emphatically
American, For Americans in all the
other countries,where cver they
may happen to be,will gather to-
aether +to celebrate the Doy,

This year it willbe observed in
America with specisl gratitude,in
view of the fearful conditions
prevalling in other lands, The
supreme blessings recited in our
national hyrn "America' ,wcre never
more true,nor more precious than
at this time, Truly sang the
Psalmist of old, "Happy is that
people,that is in such = crsejyea,
happy is that pecople whose God
is the Lord,"



The 3ulletin Nine Years 0ld

The SBulletin has just passed its
9th birthday, The first number
was issued on November 16th,1939,

During that period 435 weekly
editions were published,only 33

less than the total of weeks,and N

of these 6 were due ¢ illness
of the Editor, The other 237 fell i
in the summer vacationg,meskinz an
average of three annually,

Ag the Ecitor heg made and pub-
lished every edition by himself
he will be perdoned in thinking
that he has “een blest with most
favorable circumstances in many
ways, su-h as good health,time and
opportunity for the weekly task,
and not lcast e genuine pPleasure
in doine the work,

But 2bove 211 he has enjoyed
the remarkable support of a large
number of Oxford citizens,both the
regidents,and especially those
who long ~oo mede this place their
happy home,

Their support hes taken many help-
ful forms, The =2nnual cost of the
weekly production ~nd postage
ig 2 little less than $300, And the
voluntary donstions to this fund
have 2lw~ys ~bout equaled this sum,
though ncver exceeding it,so that
the Editor hrs no fear of being
prosecuted for graft in office!

But ~bovec ~11l else the success of
the Bulletin hrs been due to the
re=aders who have, in so nany woys,
contributced re~ding metter of in-
terest, Thc variety of this materiay
perhaps hes ncver been surpassed
inapapcr of such small compass .:.;)
and limited clientele, :

It is ~=zratifyine to acknowledg:
all these,and many unnamned, mercies
that have wade possible the publi-
cation of thc Bulletin dwring the
nine years of its life,

It is 2 setisfaction to review
the history of these years in the
confidence thet it has been of
substantial service to the “hurch
and the comimunity =t larye in con-
nection with annual Reunions,and
the old furnece,rnd the ~eneral
public welfere of the town that
8o nany love end like to remerber,

/ not exanined

01d Furnace Docunents Found

The Editor was at The Sussex county
Court House last Tuesday looking
for more official documents bearing
upon the Furnace history, He was not
disappointed,but ruch pleased %o
find some imvportant papers,hc had’
on former occasions,
3y the enthusiastic co-operstion

* of Miss Mary Diveny,bdorn =2nd raised

in Oxford,and for many years assig-
tant in the Burrowate office, an
official Survey of the Furnace lands
made in the year 1813,was found,
This survey,we belicve, is the ony
one in existence,as more recent sur-
veys of the Iron Company have all
been lost, For when in 1935 the
present owning Company was prepar-
inT the deed for the furnace to
transfer it to the Btate,they had
to make use of a recent deed to
the adjoinin~ praperty of the Y¥.E,
Church, So the' unew~found old sur-
vey is of ~reat value to the Werren
Foundry & Pipe Corp. the present
owninz vompany, The officers of
which will surely be zlad to know
of the existcnce of this Survey,
The occesgion for this survey
the followinz:i——
In 1809 Morris Robeson, ‘rand-
son of Jonathan Robeson purchased
one half interest in the furnace
lands from <the heirs of Susan
Shippen Blair,the daushter of Dr,
Wra, “hippen,the Elder,vho died in
1801,leavinT the Oxford properties
to his two survivinr children,
Susan and Dr, W, Jr.

But in 1809 the heir of Dr,
Wn.Jr. were Minors. (Dr.W:..Jr.died
in 1808), Sc that "orris Robeson
did not have controlin~ interest in
the property,and he could not make
use of it. So in 1811, he nade
an arreement with the heir,»y name
William,and his Guardian,to apply
to the Sussex County Court for a
division of the lands,

Proper leral stepsmwereaccordindgly
taken to brinT about this very .
necessary end in order that both
parties wight proceed in their
purposes in the control anc rienaze-
ment of their properties.
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As Yr, Robeson nnd the minor heir
and Guradisn were nll,citizens of
Phlladelphia,it wes planned there.

This application was officially
wade,and s preserved with the
order of the court and the Survey.

The survey wes completed in 1812,

and by this ection the furnece
and all thc connected buildinags
were allotted to Mprris Robeson.

A1l this sheds lizht on a statement
in the "Robeson Genealory," that

"In 1809 liorris Robeson purchased,.
the property =t Oxford Furnace,nnd
here the f~mily of Morris now spent
the swmers,returnine to Fhiln,
for the wintcr seceson: but fin-lly
settled pecrmenently ot Oxford, ™

The f2cts sbove detniled explain
in part -t lerst . the delay in
nokiny their howme in Oxford, ~nd
cert~inly -~ccounts for Robeson'mot
rickiny improvements on the l-nds,

survey of 1812, Ir, Robeson bewan
in earnest to develor the “roperty
in a substentirl manncve,

On the site of the present M, E,
church builcin~ there stood a saw-
1nill and en o1d Hut anall ~rist
1ill, Robhoeson dismantled these
and ercctcd a larre stone grist
1nill. This wes in the ycar 1813,
end in 1913 tho Mcothodist conare-
~ation obtsincd the property =nd
converted it into the prescent
church ccifice,

Mr,Rohcson was an able business
man and developedall his lands.riak-
inz them profitable and more valu- =»
able,

We do. not yet know when
he bouvht the rest of the furnace
lands from the youny William Ship-
pen, Thet doubtless can casily
be found out, But as William
reached his wmajority in 1813,he
rrobably sold his possessions
in Oxford scon afterwards,

This youn~ William was the zreat
arand son of Dr,Wnm, Shippen,the
Elder,and =2t this time the only
survivinT mele heily, Yet there
werc threc neturel heirs on the
distaff side livinz,but perhaps
he inherited the Oxford lands by
will of his ~rand father,Dr.Wn,Jr.
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CHURCH OFFICERS

The Session

A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EMMANUEL KELSKY LEWIS BERGENBACK
Board of Trustees
JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
BENJAMIN GREEN CHARLES DUX

HAYDEN DOCKER

Church Treasurer

LEWIS E. GREEN

Sunday School
Superintendent ............. ... ... .. E. B. FOSS
Assistant Superintendent ............ KENNETH BELL
SECTELOTY i iitiieih i oath & st e g ALVIN RENNER
TTCASUTET . o v et ee et e ien e VIRGINIA ZAPP
Organist LG =i e s FLORENCE WILDRICK

Ladies’ Aid Society

President’ oavst cisranris samare MRS. DELMAR GREEN
Vice-President ............. MRS. LELAND BAYLISS
SCCTelaryY i e s e e MRS, VIOLET BELL
TreqsuUrer .. s svmsiss s am e MRS. LEWIS E. GREEN
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