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3ulletin.No, 437, Scpt.11th,1938

Tf ve then bein .evil,know how to

Tive ~ood Pifts unto*your-children,
how much more shall your Father-
which: is"in heaven zive zood
thvn@s to them that ask him!

Matthew 7: 11

e beseech thee,0 Lorc and
Master,to be our_ﬂ61p and succour,
Save thoqe who are in ftri™ulation-
have mercy on the lonely; 1lift up
the fallen; show thyself to the
heedy;heal the unzodly;convert the
wanderers of thy people; feed the
hunegry; raise up the weak; comfort
the faint-hearted, Let all the
peoprle %now that = thou art God
alone,and Jesug ~“hrist thy Son,and
we are thy people and the sheep of
thy pasture; For the sake of Jesus
Christ, Aupn

ey e oy e B

‘The rewular -Sunday scrvices
will be resumed to-day. Sunday
School at 9:30 and Fornine Worship

-at:10:30, The youna people's

mecting at 7 this evenina,
Chicken-Waffle Supper 29th,
The Ladies annual- chicken-Waffle -

Supper will be given on Thursday
evening,Septorber 29th, Tickots

argé now on sale at thoe rerular

pI’J Cug

The Ladics of the Con-
zré~ation are to meot next Tuesday
a2t the  home of Yrs,3avliss,to
complete arran~oments for thc
Supper on the 29th, A full atten~
dance will ~reatly encournre the
Ladies, Thev will ncet ot 23:30 FM

The Buvilletin soligcits roadina

‘matter for the irmediate future

9 the f£1ll period is 2lwys n
slack time for such contrimutions,
When they are rot supplied hy
our readers, thev will have to put
up with: installiients on hurch
distozry, - ;

Recewpt%ffor *ifts to -“ulletin

~fund ;-$1.00 from Madans Wi Dawe,

Georze Tims,Charles Ritzer,Hilda

-Courtright. %$3.70C ¥rs, Ed- uad Oran,



History of Oxford Secend
Preshyterian Church
( ontinued from 3ulletin Yo, 435)

the new Church
of greatly
the business

The orzanization of
in 1863 was the result
changed conditions in
and population of the

The Husiness <erowth
when the Car Wheel Foundry was erec-;
ted to supply the pressing demands
for the new railroads.

This was followed naturally by the
~oming of thie Raiload to Oxford in
1856, In the same year a powerful
steam en~ine was installed in the
furnace for the hot blast which re—
sulted in doubling the output,and
largely iucreasing the business.

And,"ezinning in 1881, the Civil
War stimulated the iron business to
its full capacity,

Durin~ the same
of new citlizens kept step with the
business development, And the racial
character of new citizens is marked
3y the ﬂﬁ‘eq of various districts of
The first and larcest
*ttlemunt was in upper "‘Dutch Hill*
md that resion in 2ll the maps of
that period. was called Pittenger-
ville, So great was the number of
Germzns ta~t they were able in 1859
to erect . subdstantial bHrick edifice
which is still in use “y their de-
scendants, The Welsh were next

began in 1850[

time the influx

They were followed by the Irish
who locatec in the vicinity of Mine
Hill. The Danes cane later -nd gave
the nomes to “"Denmark!

To thesce fundamental conditions
of growth thare must be added . the
change of management of the Iron Husik
ness ~fter 1858,due to the fact that
the Scrinton brothors,G.ﬁ.wrd S. T,
hoving so0ld out their intcrests in
Seranton,Fa, returned to Oxford ond

reorganized the ompany on o large
scale,
They brought with them,hesides

their own families , 2Ny anOrt.nt
families th~t had beon connccted with
Bh iron works in Scr-onton;such s
the Henrvs,the Kingsburys,the Lukens,
the Repps, -nd oiny others, which
together m~(e o consider~hle company
of new citizens for Oxford,

community, I

and
their mrin settlement was on Jonestown,

v—-;L--..

While in Scranton,F~,the Scranton
brothers had led in organizing the
first Church in Scranton,and built
a churchhouse there, So that on
coming to Oxford with great plans
for the future of the town s they were
well fitted and disposed £0 provide
a suitable place of worship here
that would také care of the large
and growing population,

The conditions as thus summarized
naturally 1led to the organization
of an independent Church,

To that end th: first steps
were taken early in 1863,»v sending
a petition to the Preshviery,

Fortunately we have a ~lear and
detailed account of this insoribed
on the first page of the old 8ession
Records,under the title:-

"Minutes of the meeting of the Com-
mittee appointed hy the Presbytery
to organize The Second Preshyterian
Church of Oxford Furnace,N.J,'

It is the following:-—

A memorial sianed by Selden T,
Scranton,Henry a,Kinzgsbury, Elisha
Beers,Charles Scranton, 8amuel Race,
William Stout, Fred Wolfinger,Mrs,
Ellen C,Scranton,lMrs Janc 4,Scranton
Mrs Rachel $,Beers, Miss Ellen H
Scranton,Miss Lavinia Becrs, and
Mrg Sarah R.Kingshury, wag duly
presented by Charles Scranton to
the Presbytery of Newton,sitting at
the Greenwich Church, settinz forth
their desire to be formed into a
new Church to be called "The Second

Eresbyterian Church" of Oxford,XN.J,

"The prayer of the puﬁlblonprq
was unagnimously grant bc,xnc a Cof—
mittec consisting of the Ruv,Geo,C,
Bush of Hackettstown, .J, Rev Wi,
H,Kirk of Belvidere, Rev.Dr,.AH,
Hand of Greenwich;and Eldors John
M, Sherrerd of Belviderc,dmes Hiles
of Oxford Ist, and Joscph Roscberry

of Washineton, were appointed to

meet at Oxford Furnacc on Friday,
May 8, 1863,%t0 organize 2 new Churd
The day beins somewhat stormy
the mecting was not called to order
until 11 o,c.A.M, The opening
prayer wis offered the Rev Geo,
C.3ush, The entire ex. rcis -
which were taken part in (over)

ek i



by Rev . M.Brvon of Woshinston,Rev;:
Dr.Hand, Z1der Jno. ;.S“urrurd and
Rev . Mr,Kirk,. werp highly ‘intercsfinm

"Twenty thpge"ewbers of the First
Church of Oxford were. vharimously ~
~dismissed by its Scssion to orhaﬂq
ize the hew Shurch,

"Messcrs Sclden T. Sorapton, '
Elisha Becrs,and anry Kinhgshury
were chosen Elders and immediately.
ordained to that office, ,

"The Rev,Geo,.C,Bush then dcclared
the Church duly organized,and the .
reeting closed by singing the Christ.-
ian Doxologyin L.M, ‘Praise God ete, !

and the BDnodlction

~ Sueh is the offical record of
the bezinning of our Church .as an-
indepencdent organization,and there.
needs only to make it complete to
add the names .of the charter menbers
as . recorded alphabetically in the
Roll of Members, The Minute above
says there were 23 of them,but the
roll shows Hut 21l,and how the dif-
ferences occurred we cannot know,

3ut here is the }list as they are
set down in the Rezister of Members,

¥rg, Frances Addis, Mr,Elisha Becrs,
‘krg Rachel Becers, Miss Margaret.
Becrs, i'ise Lavinia Beers, lMr.Henry
A.Kinegshury,Mres Barah S,Kingsbury,
¥rg,Marzarct Meredith, Mrs,.,fligabeth
Poolgc,: ir,8clden T.Scéranton,lirs,
Ellen C,8cranton, Mr.Charles Scranton
trg.Jane a, Scranton, Miss mllon
H,Scranton, Irs Marcaret Stout, I'r,
William Stout,Mrs Sarah Stout, Miss
RubuCCa Val Syckle, lr,Henry Wblf-'
Jineer, Frederick Wolfinqcr, and
lirs, har“ Youne, '
All of these aftbr Te yeﬂrs have
passed ecxcept one,lrs,O,N,Perry,
{Rebecca Van Syckle).-
However in the next few yoars
*1 108t as many morxe members from
the First Oxford “hurch,thus making
2 heavy "droin uvpon the "OGhur Church, .
but the enerosiby of the gift adds
luster to the clory of the Giver ;
and woreover,for a nominal suﬂ(%l50)
the First hurch deeded the Chapel
and ‘lots to the Second Churchi a
notable .example of the Lord's say-
Inpy *"I¢ 48 HOTE plessec to rive
than:to re elve. :
=74 to he contwrued)
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CHURCH OFFICERS

The Session

A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EMMANUEL KELSKY LEWIS BERGENBACK

]l

Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
BENJAMIN GREEN CHARLES DUX

HAYDEN DOCKER

Church Treasurer

LEWIS E. GREEN

Sunday School

Superintendent ............c... ... E. B. FOSS
Assistant Superintendent ............ KENNETH BELL
SCCTETARY. vl - - b in s oo o AET O ALVIN RENNER
THEASUTET: . v - jvinvimintmsirias soznsssimzns s1isie o1 S VIRGINIA ZAPP
OROONIST Soc o Ao i FLORENCE WILDRICK

Ladies’ Aid Society

BARESIHENT . - : ciw s =iwiseain S Sacs & MRS. DELMAR GREEN
Vice-President ............. MRS. LELAND BAYLISS
SECTeLaryl .. . il AR it s s MRS. VIOLET BELL
TXeASUTOT 5 i s v s T sl 515 sttt MRS. LEWIS E, GREEN
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