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3ut I say unto you, That every
jdle word that men shall speak, they
shall oive account thercof in the
day of Judgment.

For by thy words thou shalt be
justified, and by thy words thou
shalt be condemned.

~-—-Matthew 12:36,37

"O God, may we trust thee 2t all
times——in times of doubt and dif.:
ficulty, in times of loneliness or
gorrow, for all things; needs for
the %body and needs for the soul,
believing that as thou hast made
us, so thou wilt prescrve ‘ever-
more the 11fu thou thyqol~ hast

given. amen.'

The regular monthly mecting
of the Ladies Aid Socicity will be
eld next Tuesday afternoon at the
chapel.

. Next_Sabbath +the Sunday
“chool will resume re-ular ses—
gions after the svnmer recess,

In our last isaue the statement
wns made that Rev, James McWil-
liams was the first pistor to
conduct ragular services in Oxford,

We have since lexrned +©that his
son lived in .Bethlchem,P2,,2nd
died therec 2bhout ten yaars af at
advanced age,2nd left 2 son who
1$111l 1lives there, The f:ither nd
son,in 1928 employed our Mr,Joscph
docker to build them 2 cottage at
 Mountain Lake, -nd the favther told
r,Docker that his father,Rev.d mes
heWilliams was the Tirst pastor
of the Oxford ¥reshyteriw <hurch
in. the 1840s. nr.JOCKQT 1“ w notha
ing 2bout such <2 porson nd Torgot
111 about 3t wnkik. he "3 v oof 36
in the last Bulletin, It is sur-
pTWQWWW thaot no one has spoken of
this fact before in 11 -ur histor-
ical reminisceneces in the vyenrs
pagi. ' Tf any one @isd has any ine
formation of the kind the 2ulletin
would he pleased to know of it,



01d OxZford Days
3y slinton E, Weston

There is an old axiom that rarely
if ever fails,and it is: "The suc-
cess of any business depends on its
organization, :

The application of this axiom was(
particularly true in Oxford as it
was exemplified in the calibre of
the Superintendents and Foremen
selected to take charge in the sev-
eral departments of the Oxford Iron
Company, The selection of these
men of course goes to the credit of
Selden T,8cranton who showed a keen
judgment in choosing those who were
experts in their chosen linesj;and
consequently,all through the depart-
ments,those men were of the highest
class,anc of a character to be com-
pared to the highest of any community

Let us Zo back in memory to the
early!90s and recallthose men who
are now mostly legendary to the
present weneration as they have all
passed,with perhaps ore or two ex-
ceptions, from the scene,

In the Nail Factory was Charles
B.Weston,Sup*t, for about 35 years.,

He was succeeded by Edwin C,Perkins
with George Wecber as Ass't,Suptt,

In thc Cooper Shop was Theodore F.
Burd,who was also a member of the
Board of Education for many years,

Mark,J,Axford was Sup't,of the
Rolling Mill;and the Foremen were
Charles liayhew,Robert Henderson and
John Snyder, John B,Smith had
charge of +vhe Foundry,and later
Charles Lc Pelt, Warren Ward was

T.Frank Cawley, irst in the Gris?t
Mill and later transfored to the

8aw Mill,being succeeded in the Grist
Mill by Charles Creveling, James
Nolan had charge of the Machine Shog

In succession at the Company

Store werc Henry Kingsbury, D.F,
Brigham, and Elias C,Allen, The
rank and filé of all the workers

[ were.is a ruie, devoted and keerly -

interested in their work,

James Selden Scranton

And now I wish to mention one of
the most important departments in
the Company - one that was generally
unknown in Oxford,except to the
Officers and the Factory Sup't.,
chiefly because the office did not
come into contact with the workers,
for it was located in New York City,

(81-83-85 Washington Street).

This was the 8ales Department
Office in charge of Jamecs Sclden
Scranton, He was a man of culture,
refinement and irreproachable char-
acter, He was the youngest son of
Col,Gecorge W,Scranton, xnd was born
in Belvidcre in 1842, When 18 years
of age he was given charge of the
Oxford Colliery in Scranton,Pa, then
under lease to Col,G.W, Scronton,

His conngction with Scranton
proved to be a happy one - he becom-
ing one of the leading young men
who strove to benefit the town in
any tconstructive way,and there-
fore he was held in high esteem,

One of his unusual traits was his
ability to handle his cmployces in

in the Pattern Shop and later he and) such 2 fair and just manncr as to
Michael Repp acted as Superintendenty hold their respect.

of the Machine Shop,Foundry,etc,
James H,Luvkens was Chief Engineer
in charge of all boilers and Machine
ery,being succeed”d by John Zulauf,
At thc Furnace were John Schoon-
over,Henry Harling and George 8.
Humparcy - the latter being versa-
tile was connected with other de-
partments at various times.

William Poole,Henry and Fhilip
Repp and Michael Quinn were at
the mines; William (Uncle Billy )
Stout, John Weber and John Nelson
were in thc Wheel Wright Shop;

" After leaving Scr-nton in 1871,
when the Lackawanna R, R, bought the
Colliecry, Mr,Scranton was placed
in charge of thc Sales Department
of the Oxford Iron Company in New
York City. The unqualified success
he achicved there was refleccted in
the enormous sales he developed
through his own efforts; and no one
could doubt it was largelvy due to
his encrgy and foresight that the
Oxford mnail gained a world-wide
reputation,

In the carly years of the nail

(over)



business England was the largest
producer and controlled the world
markets, According to the record,
Birmingham,England,at one time had
more than fifty thousand workers, .
and sent to Australia annually four
thousand tons of nails;to British
India 1820 tons,and large amounts
to other countries,

But in a comparatively short time
the Oxford nail supplanted the En-
zlish product,due to its higher
gquality,with the inevitable result
that England lost its markets and
its business dwindled to a low ebb,

Car load upon car load left Ox-
ford destined to all parts of the
world,and as people realized that
enormous shipments were beilng made,
guite naturally took it as a matter
of course; but behind the scene was
the able and efficient hand of
James S,Scranton,securing the orders
that poured into Oxford,

Though quiet and unassuming,
Mr,Scranton had a charming person-
ality,anc resembled to a marked de-
gree his brother William H, Scranton,
and wgs endeared t> all. of his many
acquaintances,

He made occasional visits to Ox-
ford,and his family,consisting of
his wife and daughters Katherine,
anna, fligabeth and Grace,and his
gon William, spent many summers her

At the close of the Oxford Compary
kr,8cranton returned to Scranton in
1885,where he died in 1905, thercby
closing _nother chapter of that
interesting period in which he played
an lmportant part in the development .
of the iron trade in Oxford,

e ot " it s e e g

¥Mr.Weston hasoutdone himself in the
1wove Tine contribution,which makes
a most valuoble 2ddition to our
knowlcése of Oxford history.

He tells ue that it wos submitted
to Mig=e Grocec Scranton,daughtcer of
James S,8cronton, for her judament
and th-t she wormly cormended it
28 an a~courtte account of her
fatheralife and activitices,

Mr,Wsaton will be congratulated
~-nd thanked by our readers,
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CHURCH OFFICERS

The Session

A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EMMANUEL KELSKY LEWIS BERGENBACK

.;;a{:(*ag.

Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
BENJAMIN GREEN CHARLES DUX

HAYDEN DOCKER

o] Jete

Church Treasurer

LEWIS E. GREEN

Sunday School
Superintendent ............ ... E. B. FOSS
Assistant Superintendent ............ KENNETH BELL
SECTELaArY 5 viiv s s 5ms smsim s s ma i o ALVIN RENNER
Treasurer ...........c..oeeeenenennannn VIRGINIA ZAPP
OFGUTVIST e s s s i s e e FLORENCE WILDRICK
] fez

Ladies’ Aid Society

President «u:..oisossonmessoas MRS. DELMAR GREEN
Vice-President .............. MRS. LELAND BAYLISS
Secretarys N S MRS. VIOLET BELL
TreasSURer o v caisiie g os ols s o MRS. LEWIS E. GREEN
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