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What is man that thou art mindful
of him? and tho son of man that
thou visitest him?

For thou hast made him a little

~lower than the angels,and
hast crowned him with glory zand
honour, -—-———- Psalm 8:4,5.

"0 Goc,the Protector of 211 that
trust in thee,without whom nothins
is strong,nothing is holy; Increasc
and multiply upon us -thy mercy,tha
thou beinz our ruler nd cuide,we
may so pass throueh things ftemporal
that we may finally lose not the
things eternal, Grant this,0 Lord,
for the sake of thy de~r Son,our
81viour, Amen." :

o ot e s

Rocent visitors in Oxford werc
Vrp,Williom A, Edwards 2nc sisters
of Harrisburg,Pa,.,who came to see
about their old family lot in the
Cemetery, They were born here in
the 187Cs and 1880s, "nd had not
baen in Oxford for 53 yvears.,

They in some woy heoxrd of the
improvement of the Cemetery,and
cane to arranse for thelr plott!s
proper care, Thev will put up 2
tombstone and otherwise inprove it.

In 2 letter to ¥r, West n he wrote-
"I was =l:d to hear from you 29
you are n old friend from my birt.
place, I was pleased with the in-
formation about the Cometery, lirs
Henderson was very kind to us,as
well as Mr, Docker. " '

The rother Elizabeth Edw-rds died
herc in 1882 when the 1ot was ob-
toined;also 2 brother Juies died
in Oxford. There still survive
three sons;Ellsworth,R-scoc and
William; and three daushters,Blig-
abeth(lirs, Tm, Gkuck),Gersrude (lirs
Walter Atickn)},and Taily(¥re,Bonj,
Thitwman)., They were mombors of our
Church, The Bullcetin trusts they
v hecome regular visit rs in
Oxford, »nd especially ~ttond the
nnurl reunions,

Relatives wnd fricnds of Tlder
nd ra,Kelskey were viaitors over
129% week end,nd  attonded our
~hureh aorvice ~n Sund nrnine
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History Of Oxford Second
Presbyterian Church
(Continued from 3ulletin,no,431)

We have now to deal with the steps
taken,which in time led to the in-

dependent organization of the Shurch,ply,so

and which extended over a period of
more than twenty years,from about
1840 *o 1863,

The first step of which there a
definite record
of a Sunday School,

There has recently been found in
the Iron Jompany's office,a small
ledger having the title in the

reason that it was the bezinning of
the =secparate congregational worshiy
of the Oxford Second Preshyterian
Church, As the First Jhurch dates
its historical beginning in 1744
when they first had ministeridl sup-
Oxford- 8nd can rightly
claim 1844 as its historical begin-
ning, For the First OShurch was not

forganized until 1764,30 years after

its %beginning,so the Second, one

was the organizatimlhendred years later, »egan regular

services in 1844, though not independ-
ently organized until 1863,

The small congregation began to
grow 7radually due to the zeal of

words { ——
ing to the Oxford Furnace Sunday
School, Warren County,New Jersey;
Sept, 16th,1843, %

I c-ntains a list of
books,anct also the names of donors
of various sums from $,123% to $1.00
toward purchase of the books,

The names were the following:—-

8.T.8cranton, John Mysler,Jno.Phenerdsteady thrugh slow vntil

John Lanning, John Schenidau, E,T.
Henry,
ton, Stephen Lanning, Abram Seiple,
Zdward Taylor, William Shaffer,
Thos, Buckley Jr,, Bergen Mysler,
Peter 1isk, Sam'l Babcock,

It is reasonable t0 say that
the families of these men largely
made up the Sunday School membership
at that time,and formed the nucleus
of the future church,

Just wher the Sunday School was
started carnot be determined,but
certainly mefore 1843,and for our
purposes mav be set at 1840,

The next step in the movement™
toward organization was to hold
relisious worship in connection with
the Sunday School sessions, This
was made possible because the First
Church had called a new pastor,Rev,
James McWilliams,who was 1o devote
all his time o the one congregation

of which Oxforcd Furnace Presbyterianspyrought here to

were a part, It was arranged that
Vr McWilliams should conduct the
services in Oxford Furnace probably
beginikg in the year 1843,ancd not
later than 1844,

This was a most important event,
not only Tecause the first time
religious servieces were ever held
in Oxford recularly, but more for

114 small

illen C,Axford, Charles Scran-

"Catalogue of Books belong-pagtoral oversight of their devoted

minister, 3ut the local population
was limited at that time, 4 history
of the 8tate,published in 1844, says
" Qxford Furnace has an iron furnac-
grist-mill,store,and half a dozen
houses." So necessarily the crowth
of the church was8 reguvlated oy the
increase of the population,which was
the 18608,

However, the church with the hope-
fulness of youth pushed: to greater
things; and in 1848 t~rok a most
advanced step by erecting a place
of worship suitable for the needs of
the Sunday “chool and congregation,

This was the o0ld stone ~hapel, the
first church muilding ever erected
in Oxford, The lot,now oc~upied by
the present chapel and the Manse,
was deeded to the Trustees of the
First Church by Judge Wwm,F, Robeson
and wife,or Deccmber 30th,1848,

The decd was in fee simple,with
no reversion clause,

That old building had a notable
[pareer of public usefullness unigue
in the history of Oxford. For ecleven
years it was the only church house,
and it was the social center and
the Tountain of culture Tor the com-
munity, Some of the most noted of
the lecturers in the nation were
instruct the local
people in various lines of culture
and reform, Among them was the fam-
ous Temperance leader,Miss Franoes
Willard. Our authority For this is
Mrs,0,N.Perry,who says: "We had
many fine lectures from noted
speakers nd college professors,..
Many pecople from “cranton ancd New
ity were freouent visitors(dvrer
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at our saurch scrvices,asong thenm
Mr,William =2.Doge," -

and after the brick church was
erected the public school was held
in it until the brick school house
was built, And through the forty
years of its existence the Sunda
School met in it,beside many small
religious and 11 the social meet-
ings of thc church were held in it, -

And within its hallowed walls
the 8ccond Fresbyterian Church of
Oxford wrs organized in 1863, -

This historic building was torn
down in 1384 to make room for the
present iframe chapel,and the stone
uged in the hasement walls of the
new edifice, v

Durin. the period from 184C to
1863 the hurch was a part of and
under the care of the First Church,
and no cdou~t owed much of its
prosperity to the mother church,in
supplying o pastor and in financial
aid in the construction of the old
chapel, ,

The two ministers of this time
were Rev,Jares FceWilliams and RevDr.
Frederick K.Knichton,whose names
should never e forzotten in the
historv of ovr church, Mr,McWil.:
liams was an able and greatly be-
loved pastor and the small group of
members ac the beginning rallied to
his leadership,and so made possible
the builcding of the church in 1848,
which was then a really great under-
taking, Er,McWilliams was gucC-
ceeded as pastor in 1854.by Dz,
Knighton,whose pastorate both at
the First church and in Oxford was
onc of extraordinary success,

He was pastor of the First Church
<0 years - "he longest in its his-
tory,and his successor wrote:-
"Dr.Knighton's ministry, judged by
the record,wmust ever be rcgarded as
one of thc most memorable in the
annals of this Church,..Not seldom
he preached four times a day;begin-
ning here at this church he would
make the circuit of the Furnacs,
Serepta,Dclaware jusually by foot,*

He was 2 very learned man - and in
addition to the regular sermons,he
frequently gave lectures of public
interest in the old chapel. '

It was in his pastorate the Oxford
Second wos organized,

(tn e continued)
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CHURCH OFFICERS

The Session

A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EMMANUEL KELSKY LEWIS BERGENBACK

-?&-[]—@i.

Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
BENJAMIN GREEN CHARLES DUX

HAYDEN DOCKER

Church Treasurer

LEWIS E. GREEN

Sunday School
SUDETINIENACAL icvvcvipvmace v o wist 5 sty ainas E. B. FOSS
Assistant Superintendent ............ KENNETH BELL
SECTCEATY . ..o oiviv v oo oios o wieeniiE sy ALVIN RENNER
Treasurer ........co.oeeeineaneneeennn. VIRGINIA ZAPP
Organist « . vo il S riaE s i a5 FLORENCE WILDRICK

Ladies’ Aid Society

President - uiiiimen cmig vie o MRS. DELMAR GREEN
Vice-President .............. MRS. LELAND BAYLISS
SECTELary: o == whimealinre it o o MRS. VIOLET BELL
TXCASUTLT: 5o = siisiisssssiasaan s MRS. LEWIS E. GREEN
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