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For we have not followed cunringly
deviaed fables,when we made known
unto vou the power and couing of
~ur Lard Jesus Christ,but were
cye-witnesses nf his urjesty,,when
wec were with him in the h~ly mount,
--~1IT Peter 1: 15,18

"0 Gnd,whn on the mount didst
reveal to chnsen witnesses thine
~nly-begotten 8-n wonderfully
transfigured, in raiment white and
glistering; Mercifully srant that
we, being delivered fron the dis-
gquietude of this world,may be per-
mitted to hehold the Kino in his
beauty,who with thee,0 F - ther,
liveth and reigneth for ever, dnen,

The Bulletin has received from
~ur friends,Mr,nd Mrs ,Herbert
Miller,~f O~kland Calif., the very
interesting program of the annual
aernplane races held in Oakland
the last days nf May, The progranm
is illustrated,rich in hisirical
and descoriptive matters.

To us it was ~f special interest
because Mrs,Miller was prominently
ientioned as the donor t~ the U,S,
Naval Statiocn at Oakland, of the
first aeroplane made in Calif, over
35 years ago, It seems hew first
hushand,whn n~wned a ship-2uvilding
plant,helped make this plane,which
was the first tn fly over Oakland.
It is nnw a cherished natinnal relic,

(from seennd page)

for h-~1lf =a century,and had just
passed nut of their hands; he

seems to harbor no fecline of
vindictiveness, 1nd to be aorve af-

fected by the suffering that had
come upon hias former cmployees

than by his own losses, And I

think that his orief rcference to

the beauty of Oxford landscope is
ronlly classieal in its styles
would that he h~&d completed the
letter! It throws 2 strong light

mm his gentle =nd lovable charace

ter. He wasa very versatile 28

well a8 an able engincer,



William H, Scranton Oxford History
(Uncompleted letter to Mr,Humphrey) By Col,Charles Scranton
{Jorcluded froam last issue)
Saturday Afternoon February 11,
1888, Dear George: Anong the customs of the old in-
Your welcome letter was duly habitants there prevailed a very com-

rec'd and I was very happy indeed to mon one of making frolics or bYees
hear fron you once more-~-not that I as they were dometimes called,
thought vou had forgotten me,for the?lFor instance,a man desirous of
period of our association covers ‘'clearing a new piece of land to get
gsome of the most eventful years of \it ready for the plough, would go
our lives and can never be forgottenaround 4o his neighbors and ask them
by either of us, 0ld Oxford will +to a chopping frolic. These would
always be dear to us both,for its gather together a good many men from
memories and associations as well as various parts and then they would
for its intrinsic beauties, In refer all begin to cut and slash away at
ence to these last it is a comforts the trees,cutting into fire-wood and
ing thought that we have an inalien- logs for the saw-mill and timber for
able proprictorship in them, new buildings, One man or boy would
All this fair landscape with its usually go around with a jug of apple
wooded hills,its stretches of meadow whiskey every little while,and the

and valley,its rure springs and men cutting the wood,or a good many
stout clean air, arc ours--whatever of them,wovld take a drink.
clse property we may hold or lose Then when night came on all would

in 1ife--these can no man take away go to the farmer's house and take
from us;and it will be a happy day  gsupper and tell over big stories of

that sees my partner with me here what each could do,or what their

on the hill tops,surveying Qur OWR fathers or somebody else had done in
and talking over old times and old  their time, Then they would have
fricends whosc memory some how stone frolics,and mowing frolics,and

grows brighter and dearer with the glmost every kind of gathering in
lapse of ycars, I look over these forge,in order to accomplish a big
properties now with a calm indiffer- jop in a little time,

cnce that sometimes surprises me,amd = And the women would have spinning
since the rceent strikes,and during bpeeg and apple cuts and quilting
the long continuance of suspension  partiessbut thev had tea. They were
of the works(now in the third wonth) generally free from the vice then
with a fecling of congratulation prevalent of drinking rum,

that I am free from all worry--the In these o0ld times almost every
humiliating dominance of Wall Street family had a big wheel to spin yarn
and the responsibility of suficring from wool for making stockings and
that must cxist to a certain extent i@r weaving into what was then called
in a community like this in the homespun, They also had little

midst of such a winter and,...... Bpinning wheels to spin flax for
————————— Wweaving into linen for their sheets

Mr,Humphrey sends,with the above and table cloths and underclothing.
letter,this explanatory note:- Nowadays there is scarcely a spin-
"Last weck I had a very rleasant ning wheel of this kind in use: for
visit with Crace Scranton,who 18 a  inventors have made machincry that
grand dauchter of George W. , and  works up the wool and flax many times
while here  she gave me an uncom-  fagter than was done by hand;and the
pleted letter written to me more "+ women have more time to attend to
than 50 years ago by William Seran- their other household duties,and also
ton,and which she recently found have more time to read and teach
amore some of his papers, their families,

To fully appreciate it,one must There appears to have been 2 friendy

remember that from his home he could feeling existing among the early set-
"[_Ook out ~n the gre',:lt egtate W‘hlcr} tlers 6'[‘ thjs Township’llthou_gh !_:L't
had been in possession of his family town meetings and elections

(see first page) (over)



sometimes a few would get quarrel-
some Yy having drunk too much,and
have a few rough and tumble fights,

But now these things have passed
away, The people don't allow any
liquor sold on election days,and
people are inclined to be more tem-
verate since tempernnce societies
have been formed, :

Oxford Township was once very
much larger than it is now., It in-
cluded within its limits a part of
Hope Township,a part of Harmony,
and the Town of Belvidere, (White
township was then & part of Oxford
Township. Ed).

Iron was made here nearly 140
years ago,and the same wines are
now used that then were,

The population of Oxford was
small at the time of the Revolu-
tionary War,but it furnished a few
soldiers, They are now 211 dend who
lived 1720 vears ngo in Oxford,

Oxford cont2ine about as much pop-
ulation as the whole of Warren
county did -~ hundred years 2go,and
as much or more iron is now made in
Oxford as was made in all Jersey
100 years ago, Thern we had no rail-
roads or c¢anals, Now we have 2 good
many, I Torgot to say that Yo,l
Furnace was built in 1742 by Judge
Jonathan Robeson,2nd the mill -nd
furnace race,2s we now sec it, was
dug by Richard Shackleton in 1743,

He was grandfather of Judge Ben-
jomin Shackleton of Jersey City,N.J,

The big spring of good water
near Wolfinger's farm,called the
Irish Spring, took its name from a
number of Irish woodchoppers,who 4
built their cabins near it,

There are a nunber of hills or
mountains in and around Oxford have -
ing various names as: Scotts Moun-
tain, Mount No-More,Rattlesnake Hill,
Jenney Juunp, Vulean Hill,Round Top.

Tradition tells how they received
their names,

Oxforc has been settled 25 we
have seen over 127 years,nd this
part of it has about 3,700 popula-
tion. id there has never been a
licensed hotel in the place 211 that
time, The people arc noted for their
industry 2nd good behavior, md
compare: favorably with =ny other
district in the country of the snme
kind and population,® (The ond).
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