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Remember the days of old, consider the years of many
generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee; thy
elders, and they will tell thee.—Deuteronomy, 82:7.
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And we know that the Son of God
is come,and hath given us an under
gtanding,that we may know him that
is true; and we are in him that
is true,even his Son Jesus Christ.

This 1a ths true God, and
eternal 1life.-———- I John 5:20

" 0 Lord,we beseech thee, to
keep thy Church and household
continually in thy true religion;
that they who co lean only upon
the hope of thy heavenly grace,
may evermore by defenced by thy
mighty power; thwough Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen."
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Mr.Charles Axford Shaffer
died suddenly last Thursday morn-
inz,Jan,7th. at his home in Oxford

H~ was born 73 years ago in
Sussex County. When he was youne
his father of the same name,lived
on Farm No.l,West of the Furnace.

The fact that his father bore
the name of Axford indicates that
he too was born in this region,and
that his family had friendly
relations with some member of the
Axford family.

In 1887 he married Miss Alvina
Tanger, In a few wmonths they would
have celebrated their Golden Wed-
ding. Mr.Shaffer has been a
realdent of Oxford owver B0 years,
and ever won anc kept the resnect
of all the citisens, He was &n _
upright man and honest in all his
dealings;friendly and genial to
all in his pereonal associations
with his fellows. He workec for
the Company ancd inspite of his
age was re-euployed lately at
the line. He leaves a Widow,and
a daughter.Mrs, Iveline Bnyder,
also a sister,Mre,Susan Brovi of
Newton. The funeral was Ifrom his
home Sunday,Jan.10,2:30 P.M,.,with
burial in Hillside Cemetery.

Mrs,John Price(Mary Thomas hés
been visiting in Oxford the past
week,anc worshipped with us last
Sabbath., She had not been in the
Church for forty years.Her home is
in Newark,



Boy's will be Boys Qur former article= on the his-

By Cortland F.Cook . tory of the Shippen ownership of the

Furnace brourht us down to 1801, the

A regent article in the Bulletin year of the death of Dr,Wm,Shippen,
by Mr.John Zulauf about Mrs Poole ~ who had been sole owner from 17686,

recalle to my mind a boyhood in- and part ™ owner since 1749;by far
cident which may be interesting to the longest period of any owmer in
some of our readers;jalso it may the entire hietory of the Furnace.In
tend to recall some other inci- Jfact with one exception,he was the
dents which might be presented only single owner the Furnace and
through these columns and which,I }lands ever had. That exception was

feel quite sure,would be welcomed Morris Robeson,from 1809 to his death

by "Ye Hditor." in 1833, These facts we have fully
I was living at Jonestown at the establishecd by official documents,
time and ,as was quite often the But the period from 1801 to 1809,

case, after supper would meet with that is from Dr,Shippen's death to
gome other boys of the neighborhooc the purchase of the Furnace by Morris

for whatever might turn up. Robeson from the Shippen heirs, is a
On this occasion which happened full of cifficulties,some of which

in late September,the "gang",con- we are not now able to clear up.

sisting of Ernest Lukens,Fred and This will appear Dy citations

Charles Raddatz, Ishmael Woodruff from two historians of the period.
and myself, was lounging around one Col.Charles Scranton,in Snell's

of our favorite places,Gardner's History of Warren and Sussex Counties
Gate, and in some manner,probably states that the "furnace was carried
peculiar only to boys, we got to on in turn by Messers Roberdeau,

talking about "eats", and Ernest Showers & Campbell for a number of
informed us that some pears on one years,and then by Conrad Davig,Esa,
of the many trees in the yard next Of this county,for three years,from
to their house (Mr, William Jones') 1806 to 1809."  And Mr.George 8.
were looking ready to pick. "Nuff Humphrey in hils chronology of the

sed." Our mouths were already furnace history,says, that from 1806
watering. Across Numie Jones' lot to 1809"Nicholas Biddle of Phila,,
we went,into Lukens'back yard , David Roberdeau and Conrad Davis
around the house,along the 1line were operating the Furnace."
fence,"keep low fellows", now over No definite dates are given here
the picket fence,first tree in the but from 1806 to 1809,and these
second row,--Oh boy! go to tem, conflict somewhat,and until we have
And just at that time we heard documentary evidence on these points

the stentorian voice of Mr., Poole, we must not try to strai~hten then
who had been enjoying the evening lout,

together with Mrs.Poole out on | But we are on a position to give
their spacious front porch just Jsome account of this period.

across the road. "Mr.Jones, The First we may state that from 1808
Boys are Stealing Your Pears!t to 1809, the furnace and lands belorg-

Exit boys, and Howt No pears. ed to the heirs of Dr.Shippen,his
e e e son,Dr.Wm.Jr,and his dauchter Mrs,
Susan Blair both of Phila.Pa. who
We have ©to thank Mr. Janes were aleo appointed executors by Dr,
Kearney for »1.00 for the Bulletin. Shippents Will. The complicated
situation resultirg from the entail-
Also Mr.Charles Schilier,Jr.$2.00 ment of the Furnace properties to
+to0 have it mailed to him at his provide annuities and farms for the
home in Brooklyn!'.Y. children of Joseph W.Shippen and his
Mr,Schiller is the grandson of = Wife Martha Axford,necessarily made
Mr and Mrs Wo.Hornbaker. He is only the settlement a matter of years,in
18 yvears of age,but has become so which there was much litigation,and
intere~ted in the Bulletim,enpeds . Uhis Was ITurtler ilnveived by uhe
jally the historical articles that death of Dr,Wm,Shippen,Jdr. in 1808,
he wants it weekly., Our youngest over
Subscriber.



was The next year however this

was cleared up by the sale of zll
the Oxforc Furnace properties to
Morris Robeson,grandson of Jonathan
Robeson, by the heirs of the Shippen
owners, Doubtles= Morris
Robeson got the property at bargain
prices, because of the entailment
which amounted annually to $1200 »
to the four dauchters alone,besides
three farms to the ~ons,»f Joseph
Shippen.

In this period of 8 years
the furnace evidently was operated
by lease. We have however no sure
information about these except one
person, Isaac Roberdeau, The first
reference is from the Journal of
Wm,Johnson,who in February 1804 was
a visitor in the Mansion House. He
wrote :-"In the afternoon Mrs,Rober—
deau,accompanied by Major Roberdeau
with a German flute,played on the
piano forte and added her vogal
powers thereto." (Quoted from +*he
History of Warren County,by Dr,.G.W.
Cummings,P.65,,whose comment was
thist "The first plano mentioned
in the county was played by Mrs.
Roberdeau,in the Shlppen Mansion,
at Oxford,in 1804).

This Mrs.Roberdeau was the grand-
daughter of Dr.Wm.Shippen the Elder,
th~ dauzhter of Mrs Susan(Shippen)
Blair,her own name Deing Susan
Shippen Blair. She was married to
Major Imzmac Roberdeau,a prominent
Phila,family., He was afterwards
known as ColiRobercdeavu,concerning
whom the official Snipppu historian,

(Balch) relates that Ls Ywag asgsh.
engineer to Major T Enfant ancd Col,
Fliiot,when they planrned and laic

cut Washington(D.Q.) in 1?91,

"He was topographical Engineer in
the Army durine the war of 1813,
and at its close was with Col,
bBawkins to report the boundry line
beswzen the British possessions in
Candoa and the U,S8. e organized

tie topographicel Burewsr in Washing-
ton and was its head unvil his deatl
tn 829, Anocther notable name

to add to Oxfords citizenship!
His resicdence in the Mansion
house is confirmed by the report
of Mr,Hartmann,the Guar’.ian of Miss
Abigal Shippen,to which reference
was made in Bulletin Wo.338,Dec,8,
1936.
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The Session
A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EDWARD T. GREEN LEWIS BERGENBACK
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Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
EDWARD SHARPS CHARLES DUX

BENJAMIN GREEN

Church Treasurer
LEWIS E. GREEN
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Sunday School

Superintendent vreeeeee B B FOSS
Assistant Superintendent........ ... CHRIS SEIPLE
SECTELUTY ...ttt S oo s aisa ALVIN RENNER
TrBUBNICY —mivinyncstisrsso i i tamiasn e iy MERRILL FOSS
Orgonist ..ol MISS RUTH SNYDER
Assistant Organist ... ... MISS ALICE BELL
Choir
Leader ... .................MRS. E. T. GREEN



