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Remember the days of old, consider the years of many
generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee; thy
elders, and they will tell thee—Deuteronomy, 82:7.
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Bulletin No. 325, Sept.6%th,1936

" For thus saith the high and
lofty One that inhabiteth eternit:
whose name is holv; I dwell in the
high and holy place, with him alsc
that is of a contrite heart and
humble splrit,to revive the spiri:
of the humvle,and to revive the
heart of the contrite ones,

Isaiah 57:15

"Almightv God,in whom we live an
move and have our being, to whose
tender compassion we owe our safe
ty in days past,together with all
the comforts of this ovresent life
and the hopes of that which is to
come. Leave us not,nor forsake
us,0 Father,but conduct us safe
through all changes of our condi-
tion here,in unchangesble love
to thee,and in holy tranouility of
mind in thy love Lo us,till we
come to dwell with thee and re-
joice in thee for ever.Amen,"

et oy St et s ot et et e o e

Next Sabbath will be Rally
Day for the Sunday School., All
members and friends,both old and
voung are urged to attend.

The Death of Richard Neustedt
occurred last Tuesday,Sept.lst.,
at the Warren Hospital. His healh
had been failing for more than a
yvear. His age was 65,and leaves
no family. His brother Otto and

a gister in Germany survive him,
He was an old and respected cit-
izen of Oxford,upright andgood.
Hisg wife died in 1925,and since
then has made hig home with his
rother . The funeral was held on
last Friday,with burial in Hill
Side Cemetery.

The Bulletin will resume the
regular weekly publication from
this time, This issue is given
over to the old deeds of the fur-
nace which have great value as
history,and will be read with
interest b+ many. Letters and
articles for the future vaners
are solicited.



New Licht on Furnace History

As gtated in last issue we have
discovered some sudbrising new data
relating to the history of Oxford
Furnace lands,consisting of deeds
called indentures at that time, in
the records of Sussex County at New-

ton. Last week we swment a day
going over six of them and making
brief notes to use in t“is account .

The Indentures
and fillecd

ar= auite 10,7, ¢
with historical referen-~

ces of great interest,besides the
surveyors details and legal term-
inology . In the six Qeeds 13
tracts of land are described,hzving
a total of 3155 acres,under the COIm~
mon title of Oxford Furn&ne Lancs.

They cover a period of 17 years
from 1742 %o 1?vo, But their hist-
orical notes,in most cases go hack
to the orlglnal owners,

The first and most important deed
is dated Sept.29,1749,in which Jona-
than Robeson and wife Zlizabeth
to William Shippen,"Chgmist and
Practitioner of Physick,apart owner-

ship in the properties. There are
elaht tracts of which the first two
only 1/6 vart wasconveyed,while of
the other six tracts Dr.Shippen
got 1/4 share. The cash consid-
eration was 1500 pounds.

There were in the first two tracts
1403 acres,and in the other gix
1752 acres. We shall de<cribe the
tracts in the order found in thedeed.

No.1. Contzins 1300 acres,"on
a branch of the Delaware,called Po-
hatcung, known as 'Fenton's Land!."

This land »nrobably lies in Jackson )
Valley .

NO.Z. Contains 103 acres,and was)
called the Loftus tract. It is des-°
scrlbec a= "a tract of land formerly
surveyecd for Col. Daniel Cox,on a

branch of the
about one half
Ralph Loftus and
& it from

Papphannuch, (Pemuest)

wife Jane inheri-
tHP estate of John Snow-
of Phila.Pa.and is recorded in
nzton, 2Zook E, page 445,June 235
32. Robeson bought it from Loftus
and wife ,0ct.24,1743, It lies

outh of John axfords nlace and is
same as that known as Farm No, 3,
ast of the Rail Road.

0f the other six tracts 1/4 part
was conveyed to Jr.Shinpen.They are:

(D
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Burlin
17RO
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mile from Jonn Axfoxds

No.3.7he Harman Vansant tract,250
acres. Liee north of the Papphan-
mich, in the Buttzville loecality.

Robeson bought it in 1745 from
Vansant. It orizinally belonged to
an Englishman namecd Hilby,who sold
it to Barah Stevenson,and she to
Vansant,

No.4., The most interesting and
imnmortant of all. The Furnace
Tract, 578 acres. Robegon purcha-~
sed one hal? interest in it from
Joseph Shivpen and Wife Mary.Dr.Wnm.
Shiopen states in his Will of 1783
that it was originally owned Dby
Willian Coxe. Now Joseph Shippen
was an older brother of William,and
for reasons to e given later, we
are safe in saying that Joseph got
the land by inheritance from his
father,who was also named Joseph,
wha died in 1741, He had immense
holdinge in Jersey land,and willed
to his son Joseph about Z000 acres
in this community. Jonathan Robe-
son doubtlessly leased this tract
of the elder Joseph Shippen before
his death,and Dbought one half shar:
from the younger Jospph in 1745,

It is fact of much significance
that the Shiopen family thus owned
the Furnace lands before the advent
of Jonathan Robeson., It mav be that
Robeson first heard of the iron ore
and fine location for a furnace hex:
from the elder Joseph Shippen,for
they were neighbors, Doth inbusiness
and belonged to the same church,

No.5. The Jeremiah Fulsom tract;
contained 100 acres,and was orig ingh
ly owned by one Revel Elton of Eng-
land, Robeson bouzht it from Fulsom
inl743. It lies south of the Pequest
probanly in the level region
between Oxford and Buttzville,

No,8. A tract of 674 acres which
Robeson bought of Joseph Shiopen in
1743, It is north of the Pequest.

.
andc

Dr,Wm,Shippen in his Will calls
it the "Swamp Tract " P robably the
low ground south of Green Pend.

No.7.100" acres,and No.8.b0 acres,
Josenh Shinpen got these two trac
from the Snowden estate in 1748 and

gsolc to Robeson in 1747. They
pronadly joined the Loftus tract,:
No.2.near the land in Cat Swamp,

A most interesting memorandum is
subjoined to the record of this deec
by the Clerk of Sussex Counuy,( over



Samuel Johnson,which states that
Jonathan Robeson and wife Elizabeth
appeared before him on Jan,l,1763,a:
offerred it for record,stating that
it was executed in 1749;thev affirme
it8 correctness .and wished to have
it vlaced on the records.At the sanme
time they offerred other Indentures,
among them two with Dr,.W:1.Shinpen t&
be noted later. Sussex County, includ
Warren, was set off from Morris Co.
in 1753, However it was not engrosse
in the present records until 1802,
Robeson sold the last of his interec
in the Furnace lands to Dr.Shippen
in 1762,

Indenture,Dec.10,1754.

In this deed Jonathan Robe«on
sold to Wm,Shiopen 1/2 interest in
two tracts,of 98 and 292 acres,for
34 npoun’'s and & shillings. "Land 1lie
in Greenwich Townshipn,adjoining
Oxford Furnace." Robeson boucght it
of Daniel Cox of Hopewell in 1751.

The line started at the southeas
terly side of lount o ""ore.Thence
gsouth east around to southerly side
of Rattle Snake Hill,thence to the
Minnisink road and starting point.

It covers the Dutch iIill territor
Mines and all other rights include

Indenture,Fen».11,1761. Sold %o
Wm Shinpen by BSamuel Smith and Wife
Jane, 205 acres,for 112 vpounds.
"Richard Saith and Ebenezer Large o
Burlington bouzht from the Dimsw-
dale family in England,all their
estates and lands in N.J. in 1740."
The lands were originally surveyed
for John William Dimedale in 1726.
"Together with...nines,minerals, *
woods,ways,waters,>uildings,etc."
ile could not vlace thig tract.

Indenture,ilay 21,1762. DBetween
Jonathan Robeson and wife,and Will!
Shiopen. Robesgson in thid8 deed sold
all of hiis interests to Shippen. It
included all the oroperties covered
by the deedsof 1749,and 1754,~two
small tracts in addition. These were
255+ acres Robeson had got from John
Axford by exchange of land. This lot
joins  Furnace tract. The other lo
was one acre. at Foul Rift on Delawa
for boat viers,etc.Robeson zot this
May 3rd,1744 from Johannes Vanetta,

Two other deeds noted in next

igsue of 3Bulletin.
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A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EDWARD T. GREEN LEWIS BERGENBACK

Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
EDWARD SHARPS CHARLES DUX
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Assistant Superintendent......................... CHRIS SEIPLE
Secretary ALVIN RENNER
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