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Remember the days of old, consider the years of many
generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee; thy
elders, and they will tell thee—Deuteronomy, 82:7.
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Though Noah,Daniel,and Job
were in it,as I live,saith the
Lord God,they shall deliver neith-
er son nor daughter; they shall
but deliver their own souls by
their righteousness.

--Ezekiel,14:20

"O God,who delighteth in mercy,
give us of thy spirit a double
portion that we =may be filled witl
pure and holy desires., Help us to
muse upon thy goodness;upon the
blessings of daily life;upon the
mystery of the world,anc the deep
shame of sin,and the certainty of
death; that we cast all our care
unon thee our only hope and sal-
vation,throuzgh our Lord Jesus,the
Christ. Amen,

On Sabbath,July 12th,Martin
Wilbur Johnson,one of our choice
young men came vefore the Session
and was examined and received into
our corrmunion, We trust that he
may become a livin~ gtone in the
temple of our God,

It is a cheering fact that the
young people who have faithfully
attended Sunday School nearly all
apply for adwmission to the
Church and the Holy Communion,and
this of their own free will and
choige. hus paresnts should see
that their children e kept in
 Bunday school regularly from
from early childhood until mature
young wmen and women,

Mr., Freece +0 Speak
On Sunday ‘lorning August 9th,Mr.
Hens P.Freece,an attorney of N.Y.

City will ve an address in our
church on ifor: 1

nonism. He was Torn
a Mormon,his father a Mormon elder
and a pclygamist. His mother was
the second wife,»>ut sent her boy
to the Presbyterian Mission School
and both left Mormonism and be-
came Pres»yterians., He come East
got a fine education and “ecame a
lawyer. Come and hear him. He
seeks no money,being noved by geal
for mission work,



Maurice Robeson The Religious Character of
Mr. Selden Scranton.

Though Maurice Robeson,son of Jona- 3y George S.Humphrey
than Robeson,was not an owner of the Several months ago the Bulletin ex-
old Furnace,yet he was so closely pressed a desire that some one write
connected with its history that same an article referring to the religious
account of him is essential to make life of Selden T.Scranton who for so
te story complete, nany years dominated the manufactur-

He was born in 1734,and was 23 at ing and commercial affairs of Oxford.
the time his father began to build Perhaps no one now living has a bet
the Furnace,and the family tradition%er knowledge of this phase of Mr,
that he helped his father is proba- Scranton's character than myself,

bly correct. At any rate when he During the first six wonths of my
married in 1750 he went to house- life in Oxford,in 1875,my home was at
keeping inthe old stone house at his house,and throughout the ten year

Green Pond(lit.Lake). 4nd as he was of my residence in the village I fre-
a skilled iron master,he must have quently spent nights,week-ends and
learned the trade with his father, 1longer periods there. So I came to
For in 1756 he moved %o Orange Co. Mve an intimacy with Mr.and Mrs
N.Y. and there erected a blast fur- Scranton which was cquite outside of
nace,but his health failing returnedbur business connection. No doubt the
to Green Pond in 1761,dying soon long standing friendship existing be-
after, at the age of 37. tween my father and the three Scran-
That he was an avle man is shomton brothers,George,Selden and Charle
by the fact that in 1754 he was the was largely influential in creating

gSheriff of Sussex and Warren Cos.  -his friendly - relationship.

and in the few spent in N.Y. he be- The three brothers were born in the

came a dJdudge there, strict relicious atmosphere of Con-
He was a man of wealth at his ngcticut which affected thelr entire

death,owning three farms in this cargers. In addition to this, they

County,one at Green Bond,one at Hopeall married wives of deep religious

and one near Blairstown. comnvictionas. 8o 1t is not surprising

His connection with the Oxford Fur-that their family life was profoundly
nace history is further emphasised spiritual. This was eminently true
in that he was the father of Morris of the home of Selden. No matter how
Robeson who bought back the Oxford +trying or perplexing the business af-
Furnace and lands in 1809, Then too fairs had been during the day,nor how
his dauzghter Elizabeth spent much late in the evening the discussion of
of her life at Green Pond,and died +the problems had continued,there was
in the 0ld Stone Mansion House,then always a period of Bible reading and
occupied by the family of her bro- lprayer before retiring for the night,
ther' Morris,. Mrs.Mary Robeson  In the morning all members of the
Smith of Belvidere,a great grand- family, including servants and visitas
daughter of Maurice,has the old fam—-gathered in the dining room to read a
ily Bible with its family records, portion of the Scriptures "around',

This 2ible was printed in 1589 in that is,each person was supplied with
England,and is a rare and valuable a Bible or Testament,and,begining

heirloom, with Mr. Scranton,read two verses in
Our next sketch will He about turnjafter that all kneeled while he
Marris Robeson and family. made a sort of patriarchal prayer.

————————————————— — His reading,like that of Mrs.Scron-
ton,consisted mostly of religious
The next issue of the 3ulletin Dbooks and periodicals., Having grown
will be on August 9th. Our readers wup under somewhat broader influences
can be sure they get all the copies this seemed to me to be somewhat nar-
by exameéning the numbers on the row,out one st remember the feeling
first_vage, .which are mnade in w@ifh existedagainst novel’fead?ng
regular order. sixty or seventy years ago;the 1§ea
being that all spare time (over)



should be employed in a strictly
gerious manner,

He was always solicitous in regard.
to the religious well fare of those
with whom he came in contact,especik
ly,young people,and I well remember
the conversations with him in my ear
ly days in Oxford., Particularly at..
the time of my uniting with theChurd

Though nurtured in the Congregation
al Church,he became a Presbyterian =«
in sarly llfe and wae thorouzghly Cal
vinistic in his beliefs;though in his
family life this was gomevAau teaper
ed by Mrs.Scronton whe always heid
to the less rigid tenets of the Morsm
vian Church. But they both believed
in giving sinners and"unconveried
percsons' a wholesome dread of “‘171~
inginto the hands of an angry God;"
ancd to them "the fires of hell'"were
no mere figures of speech. I some
tiices wonder,if in this day and age
we haven't swung too far in the op-
posite direction,

It is hardly necessary to refer to
Mr.Scranton!s interest in the Church
in which for most of his life he was
a ruling elder. He was a moving spim
it in the organization of Presbyter-
ian Churches in Oxford and Scranton,
and was helpful to the other denom-
inations in the village. He was al<
ways active in the Sabbath school,
being for many years superintendent
of the Oxford School. He was very
regular in his attendance at Church
services and never lost an opperiun~
ity to impress the duty and privilege
oif the habit upcn cthers,

£Iver all thess vears,in estzma;'t
Mr. Scranton's character, I feel tha
while,as is true of all quxind,nks
liie was influenced by mixed mctivee
ive predominating characteristic wes
a deep,sincere,religious and spirit-
ual nature, H e was one of a type
which is not so common in these days
as it was half-a-century ago.
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Miss Florence P.Claytcn,of Newark
attended our SCIVLC@ on! July 18%th. |
she wes the guest of Mise Rosalie
Sarson, Miss Clayton is Science
teacher in the Newark Public schools,
and we delighted to make her ao-
guaintance ,and to learn that she was
interested in the Bulletin,and has
become a subscriber,
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