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Remember the days of old, consider the years of many
generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee; thy
elders, and they will tell thee—Deuteronomy, $2:7.
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Pleasant words are as honey-
comb, sweet to the soul, and healtl
to the Dhomma,......" Proverbs 16:24

"Father,I thank thee for thy mer-
cies which are new every morning.

For the gift of sleep; for healt
and strength;for the vision of an-
other day with its fresh opportun-
ities of work and service;for all
these and more than these,I thank
thee. Before looking on the face
of man I would look on thee,who art
the health of my countenance and my
God. Not without thy guidance would
I go forth to meet the duties and
tasks of the day. Strengthen me
so that in all my work I may be
faithful;amid trials,courageous;
in suffering,patient;under disapwe"
pointment,full of hope in thee. Amer
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July 1l2th, is the time for the
Suiraer Comaunion Service. We shall
be zglad to welcome new members Dy
letter or on examination by the
Session,and also administer Chris-
tian baptism to infants or adults.

Mrg, Ed.T.Green,our Choir leader
is trying to enlarge the Choir by
the addition of young people. If
all who can sing will cooperate she
will give a very fine Choir,which
add to our worship and give much
pleasure to all.

The Children's Day exercises
last Sabbath were lovely in all re-
gspects. The music by the school, led
by our fine orchestra stirred us .
all. The parts by the children were
well rendered,and as always,delight.
ful to see and hear. The cecoration
of the church was veautiful and or-
iginal in plan.

The success of it all was due %0
the Committee,Misses Alice Bell and
Alice Seiple,and their helpers,who
hac full charge of the exercises
for tie Day. The Supt.Elcder Foss
conducted the services,and spoke
encourageingly of the school,

The llanse was honored last Wed-
by a call from ilrs.A.M.Weston,. .
Mrs.Mildred Tunison,C.E.Weston and
Elmer G.Knorr,of South Orance.



Jonathan Rebeson

It is our purpose to give brief
sketches of the owners of the old
Oxford Furnace. During the first
hundred years -of its history it
belonged entirely to two families,
the Robésons and the Shippens. The

Q1d Oxforda Days
3y Clinton E.Weston
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Judging the number of letters
received frowm those attending the
last reunion in which is described
enthusiastically the great pleasure

the writers experienced with old time

accounts of these owners dfthe Fur—(ineighbors and friends,and also saying

nace are so inaccurate and contra=
dictory that a true statement |
based on documents of that time is
sorely needed.

Jonathan Robeson was born in New
Jersey,Glouster County,in 1%30.

His father,Andrew Robeson,came
from Scotland in 16876,at the age of
224 He came with his uncle,also
named Andrew,who had purchased one
proprietary share in JWest Jersey
Province,which gave them a claim %o
about 15,000 acres of land,bvut
probably oost less than $5,C00.

But i1t gave them prestige in the
county «nd province in which they
were chosen to prominent offices.

However they soon moved to Phila-
delphia,the uncle in 1694 and the
nephew in 1702. Jonathan's father
being an iron master went up the
Sehuylkill river and with his son-
in-law, Potts , established a large
iron works there,near Pottstown.

Here Jonathan learned the iron
trade anc carriel on the business
after the death of his father in
1720,having inherited 1000 acres
of land on which the iron works were
located. Thus he was placed in
a straong financial position which J
enabled him later %0 purchase many'
thousands 6f acres of land in this |
region, et

How he first learned about the
iron ore in Oxford is not known,bdut
if +the tradition is correct that
there was a Catalan Forge here be=
fore hd came , he would nat ‘rally
have heard of it.

He however bought the land here
which eventually axcunted to 5000

o
of the furnace,. This was then a
wild .,and practically uninhabited
region,workmen were scarce and many

things besides the furnace had to Peverdure.

constructed, so that he did not bes
gin to operate the furnace until
March ©th,1743. (See last page’)

in their opinion the reunion was the
best so far held, I believe all of us
who were present,as well as the inter
ested ones not present, share equall
the joy of its unguallified success.
A larze measure of the success is

so aptly stated in a letter from Mary
Wews® Lemmon in which she says," I
Telt the atmosphere of friendliness
and sympathy which was so marked a
characteristic of the whole affair.”

And with this predominant feeling
of goodwill among the 300 people it
is plain that it was the people them-
selves,the music and the speak+ 3,°
that made it what it was--a day long
to be remembered. Some are even
now planning for next year,to bring
nthers and to take part. This 1is
concrete evidence of the unbounded
interest that these reunions have de-
veloped.,

Four seasons must pass Dby
before that event. Suumer,with its
usual period of rest,motor trips of
friends who send cards from distant
points with the usual,"Wish you were
here' " variety. Come the dazzling
brilliancy of the sun bringim its
tan and sunburn,pestiferous. flies
and mosouitos,hunidity, and yet the
waning swnner brings its regrets,only
to be forgotten in the bright,cool, .
prisp days of autuun when we prepare
for the colder days to come,

Scientists tell us there is no
such thing as pain,but 1 wish someone
would elucidate what it is that comes
in the back of our necks when the
piercing winds anc the swirling white
crystals blow in from Esquimo land
to make us scurry for flannel: pro-
tection,or better still to migrate to

U oaie wde v

>reg,and in 1741 began the erectionlocalities of psrpetual sunshine and

warmth. Then Soring bicds cold and - °
snow give way to gentite breezes and
thebeauties of earth's reawakened

The resurrection of 1life
and the suggestion or nromise of 1life
eternal. :



Then we hear the clarion call,
for Lo and Behold, another reunion
is upon us, and Oxford beckons its
scattered family to come and rest
for a day under its kingly protec-
tion and renew the echo of another
day which is instilled in our hearts
and minds that brings untold pless-
ure in the remembrance, :

Poor Richard's Almanac has this
saying: "Under this roof you need
no formal introduction, Speak to
others as you would have them speak
to you, and do it first." Maybe
this would be a good motto to fas-
ten to the '37 ammanac and then
mark off May 168th as the red letter
day of the year.

(From * Second: page)

The chief product of the furnace
was pig iron which he sold to forges
and carted to Foul Rift whence it
was sent Dy Doats to Philadelphia
and other points. We know that he
also cast many chimney backs for
fire places,and perhaps many other
objects used by the pioneers in the
region, Later to make the furne
ace wmore profitable he erected a
large Forge at Changewater in 1750,
for forges converted the pig iron
into all kinds of implements needed
by the early settlers,for which
ther was a rapicdly growing demand,

He bouzht over a thousand acres
around Changewater ancd at great
expenses erected his large forge
with water power blast. Probably
to obtain money for this undertalk-'
ing he sold to Joseph and William
Shippen a large interest in the
Oxford furnace and lands in 1749,
and in 1757 he sold it all to them.

This was at the beginning of the
Irench Indian War and Robeson would
uprose making war munitions,as he
had adopted the religion of his
Gueker wife,

llowever he had before this bought
land at Kingwood, in Hunterdon co.
and established his home there.

He died in 1766, in Upper Dublin
near Philadelphia,

He wmay never have veen a settled
resident of Oxford ™bHut vet he was
one of the first Judges of Sussex
County,when it was formed in 1753,
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CHURCH OFFICERS

The Session
A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EDWARD T. GREEN LEWIS BERGENBACK

Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
EDWARD SHARPS CHARLES DUX

BENJAMIN GREEN

Church Treasurer
LEWIS E. GREEN

Sunday School

Superintendent oo E. B. FOSS
Assistant Superintendent ... ... CHRIS SEIPLE
S ) e s e B S ALVIN RENNER
TreQSUTCT oo MERRILL FOSS
Grrganusti s MISS RUTH SNYDER
Assistant Organist ... MISS ALICE BELL

Ll

Choir
Leqler o MRS. E. T. GREEN
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