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Remember the days of old, consider the years of many
generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee; thy
elders, and they will tell thee—Deuteronomy, 82:7.
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Bulletin No. 291, December 15th,1935

Now the God of hope fill you
with all fjoy anu peace in believing,
that ye may avound in hope, through the
ower of the Yoly Ghost.

--Romans 15:17%

‘0 wod,as thou hast openeda thy hand
upon us for a covering,so also enlarze
our hearts with thanksgiving and fill
our mouths with praise, And ugrant
that what thou hast sown in loving-kind-
ness may speing up in duty aone,znd
let thy  grace so strengthen our pur-
poses that we may sin no more, but
walk in the paths of thy commandments;
in the light and truth of our Saviour,:.

“'he prayer meeting to night'will
again be held at 6:30 and all are in-
viteg to come,

There will be & business meeting
of the ladies at the home of 1lirs.
Carroll lleyers,next Tuesday,December 17,

A note from lirs, AM .Veston is
always welcome,and the one at hand is too
short ,but she gives the reason in saying
"I have not been very well and was much
dissaopinted n,t being able to come to
the annual Fair,but am glad the ladies
were so successful," A dollar for the
Bulletin was enclosed.

lMrs,laomi Poole writes that llr. C.&
Weston®s recollection about her is cor-
rect, and that she did wear '"‘Black curls
at that time 4and That I als0 wen the
2nd prize at the 3pelling Bee, Miss Inn
ness (anotier teachsr) won lst prize--
tiebster®s Unabridged. Ruading of
Dutch Hill brought to my mind iir, Terwill.
iger ,teacher of that section of Oxford;
and we lived nexi oo to them on Dutch
Hill--nice w20pe they were, 1 remember
the Barlows.lirs. Bar low wrote in my
autograph Aldum--nice lady, I would like
so ueh tc attena the next reunion,but
the distance is too much."

The Sinday School Christmas Lxercises
will be given llonday evening,Dec,23rd,
The music will be led by the young people
in uniform,and2 good program rendered.,



The Bditor was in ‘Qrenton last Letter of Dr,7illiam Shippen,Sr.

“edanesday to join the State Commission July 27th, 1776,

on Fistoric Sites 1in & conference with

theddvisory Budget Committee of the State (Three weeks after the Declaration dof
Assembly to secure approoriations for " Indepenrence Dr, Shippen,sole owner of the
the Listoric sroperties in thelr care, Oxford Furnace, wrote this patriotic letter

vhey asked for $500., for 0xford Furnace to his o0ldest brother,Edward.of Lancaster.p
and we hope it will be allcwed if the

other cbjects are srovided for at the f*  Dear Brother: I was at Princeton when
next Assembly meeting, ~your note of the 22nd came to town... We
But the Budget Committee would not ihave nocthing aew from N.Y'k,of much impor-
comriit themselves because of the great tance; now and then a small skirmish betwec
Juandary they are in to provide for the troops from different shores, Lord

the 25,000,000, Relief money to be raiseq Howe's fleet nut yet arrived., Our troops
by taxation,because of the repeal of the swarm from every quarter., I am very impat-
sales tax law, However the Commission 1ent to be at them,but the Gen'l{ﬁashiugton
on Eistoric Sties will continue to press has prudence enough to keep them from run-
the matter before the Buuget Committee ning into imminent dangers of every kind,
and the Assembly. iir, Clees’ Chairman I give you joy of the late declaration
of this committee was reluctant to prom- of independence, and it will aow give not
ise anything., But the purpose is to meet only more Union but -wore force to the meas-
him privately in Newark, next Friday for ures of defence while they may be necessary
further conference. 'he Jaitor has been for all the while it was delayed there was
daskea to attend this conference also, some danger (notwithstanaing almost every

__________ Province has shown great zeal for the com-
mon interest) that some unhappy circumstanc

While in the State House we had the might turn up aand through human weakness
pleasure of a visit with Lr. Charles S. or passion prevent the finishing so desir-
Aitkins,a former Oxforad Schocl teacher, able an event in which we now have in our
who is assistant Secretary of State, power what never haopened before to any

He very kindly helped us in locking people in the world.
up some ola colonial deeas relating to I mean aa onportunity for forming a plan
O0xf ord properties. He has a warm place of government upon the most just, rational
in his heart for Oxford and recalled some and egual principles; not exposed as others
persons and events of his life here, have heretofore been to caprice and acciden
‘i hope to have him with us at the Re- or the Inflwence of some mad congueror,or
union next year. prevailing parties or factions of men-—-but

_______________ full Power to settle our government from
its very founadation,de novo, by deliberate

Y/e were much interested in studying council,directed solely for public good,
tl.e Rev, Ilr, Clee,as we sat about the r}With wisdom,impartiality and disinterested-
conference tatle for an hour. He is a i ness,having before us the experiences of
forceful personzlity,ana there is not a \pé&st ages,pointing out clearly the advan-
yuestica as to his energy am ability. tages and disadvantages of all former gov-

He is serious and a hara wroker,and ernments to assist us in our choice of
his great influence ia the Assembly is each particular;anc then we may look for-
exaslly understood. His wisdom as & ward,funine Juvgq&g,fﬁith divine favoqj
ctatésman can anot be properly estimated to a more flourishing country than ever we
at thiis time, but it is encouraging to have had,and I think in & short time may
{ind & man of such character in the establish & more nutual and lasting peace
Azsembly . with Britain than ever, as they may be sur
__________ of our trade,if they treat us as well &as
others,and if 10t they don't deserve it.
ir, George Haycock has been celebra- =0 @ —e—memme—eea ——————
ting his eightieth birthasy. He looks The above letter of br, Shippen reveal
mucdh younger and is enjoying life with great wisdom as well as ardent patriotism,
a keen mind ana a happy dispos.ticn, which he carried out through the war. He
liay he with Mrs. Haycock enjoy :nany was & nmember of the Gontinental Congress
happy returns. Ye rememhered the for two terms,chosen by the Pennsylvania
Bulletin with & dollar for the funa,for Assembly, and in letters written later,now

which we are grateful, preserved in the Penn, Historical Society,
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oreserved in the Pen~, Historical Socx
iety, he displays the same zeal for the
country's causc and the deepest respect
for the "noble General," Jashington.

loreover his son,Dr.,%William Ja, was
chief surgeon in ‘Washington's army.

‘hus being a patriot and a leading
financier of Philacelphia, he would have
every motive to use his furnace In
Oxfora for the success of “ashingten's
army,and also for his own financial
benefit, These facts diould serve to
correct false statements race by
wistorians of Uxford surnace,that the
owners were fories and uawilling to use
the furnace to help the war,

Another error of historians 1is due
to the delusion that the furnace owners
were (uakers,and so for conscience sake
opposed to helping any war,

But Dr.Shippen was a prominent Presbyter-
ian,one of the founders,and a life long
member of the 2nd Presbyteriaa Church of
Phila, and also a trustee of Princeton
College., His son Wnm,Jn,was educated there
and his son-in-law Rev. Samuel Blair was
once chosen President,and his oldér
brother Ldward was a trustee also,

‘“he only fuaker owners of the Furnace
were the Robesons,donathan the original
builaer from 1741 to 1749,and his grand
son Morris,from 1809 to 18731,

ihe brothers Jespeh ant Ur Yilliam
Shippen bought the largest part of the
furnace and lands from Jonathan Robeson
before the French Indian War,1755 tol763,
and the furnace belonged uninterruptedly
until 1809 to the Shippea family. Thus
they owned the furnace in both the French-
Indian and the Revolutionary ‘jars,
We give but one rome proof that that the
furnace made war munitions for the Revol-
utionary Army. In his 7ill,made in 1783
vr.Shippen lists & judgment of 800 pounds
--w4000, against the estate of Jacob
Starn who o»erated the furnace for him,

Starn had died about 1781,and presumably
had mmde remittances to Dr.Shippen before
his death,but the large sum still g
aue to him after Starn's death indicates
the enormous prcfite made by 'the furnace
ing the years precsdiug his demise. Only
war rmunitions could account -for such huge
profits.,

e find no evidence that Dr.
Snippen's son Joseph 'J.,who lived in the
mansion house,ever owned or operated
the furnace,but if the son had out lived
Or.Chippen, he would have inherited all

he furnace and lanas in Jersey by will,
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