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Therefore every scribe who is instructed in the king-
dom of heaven, is like an householder who bringeth forth
out of his treasure things new and old. Matthew 18:52.

(g — A~ Teiea— A aa Tesge— T g — T e — s}



Yhe Uld Furnace

The lastest development in the matter
of preserving the old furnace as anhist-
oric monument may be stated in a few
wordszbut it is of a distinctly encour-
aging nature.

Mr, Sherwood,of Montclair,one of the
three members of the State Commission on
Historlic Sites,was in Oxford a month ago
to look over the furnace situation,as
stated in this paper at the time. He was
2ooa enough to give us hope for his co-
operation at the time, and has since taken
up the matter in a practicsl manners

The sditor a weck ago rcceived a lotter
from him in which he saysfomitting some
kind personal remarks) "At your convenience
I shall be glad to receive the letter you
proposed to send concerning the offer of
the owners of the Fumace,the plans or
overtures if any,of the community end
such other data as may be of interest to
our Commission, Before submitting any-
thing to the Board it would he best to
have the proposition pfcsented in a formal
manner,with the facts under signature.

"Such a method of procedure ensures
more interest on the part of the commis-
sioners, I was impressea with your explan-
ation of the history in connection with
the furnace,but of course you understand
the formal proposition should be presented
by - some one on the ground, Upon receipt
of full particulars in the manner suggested
1 shall be pleased to present it to the
Board." In r ply the Editor stated that
full particulars had beun placed in the
hands of the Chairman of the Commission,
Mr., Gecorge DeB.Keim,last October, And in
reply,just received,ir. Sherwood writes,

I shall be glad to write to Mr., Keim and
will recommend that the mmtter of Oxford
Furnace be placed on our next agenda,

"I 8hall however be glad to receive

in aue course further information as to
as to the possibility of a local group
giving some financial aid as suggested
by you in our first conference, This might
be of help at the present time in reaching
a more speedy conclusion because of the
fact that our Commission has had its budget
cut to the bone. For the present moment
we have no funds for large developmen t.

"I am hopeful that through cooperation
a method can be found for taking over the
propertye" :

Next week's issue will give the
latest infomation on the subject,and also
explain the local situation.

Bulletin No.269. June 23rd,19.5
When there is no vision the people
perish ----Proverbs 29:18

"0 &od,who hast made of one bloo
all nations of men for to dwell on the
face of the whole earth,and didst send
thy blessed son to preach peace to them
that are afar off: and to them that are
nigh:; Grant that all men everywhere may
seek after thee and find thee. Bring the
nations into thy fold,and add the heather
to thine inheritance, And hasten the
promised aay,when at the Name of Jesus
evey knee shall bow,and cvery tonguc
confass that he is Lord,to the glory of
xod the Father. Amen,

Qur next observance of the Lord's
Supper will be July l4th,and after that
not until October, Let us plan to make
it spiritual blessing to ourselves and
to others.

‘"he Children's bLay d&xercises last
Sabbath were enjoyea by a large audi-=
ence. 'The new : songs by the school wers
beautiful and sung . joyously led by
a double choir of the young folks of the
school,the girls on the left and the boy:
on the right from the pews.

he recitations by the children gave
pleasure to all,and some excellent talent
was disclosed by cven little tots,

The floral decorations were in fine
taste in selection and arrangenent,snd
the general effect was delightful.

411 this on a perfect Junc day made
the occasion very pleasant for visitors
and friemds,while encouraging to the
school.

mx-President Calvin Coolidge is
reported to have said:

"1 think the church must preach a
change of heart, & new life, and a
changed living. 1 wouldn't worry about
numbers and church attendance, for in
spite of the size of the congregation
the messaze travels,and it sets the
standard by which the community lives,’”



Copy of letter from George
JeSeranton to his sister Caroline i,
Scranton,at Madlsoa,Conn.(Afterwards,lrs.
Samuel Hill}.

Lackawanna Iron ‘Works,
Feb.21,1844.
bear gister Carocline:
Your kind and truly excellent

latter 1 received in due timc and that mom-native village.

ent determined to answer 1t immediately,
but tke time passcd on a fow days and a
fine snow fell which I improvaed by paying
a visit of 2 weeks to my dear family who
you know I have seen but might 1little of
for nearly l% years,
them over 4 weeks in 16 months. I ought
to have written to you while at home but
when I got there I sas taken up with my
sweet little children nearly all the time
and then there was George Wilson wedding

had to be attendcd too,which you haveo pro-

bably hesrd all aboutbeforc this time.
My time here is taken up with constant
business,my mina and all that I am,hss
been,together with energy and great per-
severence put forth to my utmost ability
to try and bring something out of this
property and render it available and a _
profitable concern, We have had many and
sore trials and great difficulties to

I have not been with

writing a long time to my beloved parents
especially,but it 1s not because I think
less of them than I ever did,no not by any
means, 1 have always been desirous to aif
them in any way and make them happy and com-
fortable in their declining yosrs. I long to
sge thom and hope Ishsll next summer bs ablc
to makc a visit to ny own swcet home and
I shall never cease to lov:
my kind Father and Mother nor fail to acknow:
edge with a kind and zgrateful heart the imnuw
erable temporablc blessings and comforts that
I have received from them in carly lifsz,

{ I hope to be able yet to remunerate them
in some small degree for their kind care ove:
de, Many children fall far shBort of doing
their duty to their parents in many respects.
I hope and pray this may not be my sin. I °
hope you will render mmch assistance to your
kind mother and makc her happy and comfort
ablc as possible. I hope Sarah i1s now a 32rcs
help to her. I supposc by this time Sarsh

is .elmost a young lady. If I werc ablc I
should send her to school, somewhere from honx
next sesasson., Tell her she must do all she ca:
to improve at home for the present. Perhaps
we can do something for her by and by. We
shall be happy to see you all at our house
next summcor. I intend to have your tccth
fixcd then and in the meantime take carc to

8ncounter and 1 sometimes fcar harder ones kocep them clcan with a good brush.

yet to
Us.
as thoy have bocn tho past year,
are heavy and some pressing.Money is very

comcs The times arc.much against

I had a d2lightful and plcasant visgit at

The prices for iron were nevoer as low home vwith my family and friends in general
Our debtsin January.

James Selden had grown very muci
I should not have know him and of course hs

scarce and lmpossible to collect or borrow.did not me. He would have very little to do

1 have many & time wished I had never seen with me anyhow..

He was only 3 days old when

this place. We should have becn how out of I left home to comhere first, 4lizabeth and

debt(that is Selden and I)
beside I think as much more and more too
of this property now as I ever did. It is
a great fortune anda when times come right
it will be worth a large sum of money and
we could do well now if we had money to
pay what we owe. 1 have alvays hoped and
still believe we shall be gbls to keep it
and work through
Qur furnace has made a long blast. She
has been running since last lisy. We shall
blow out in March and start again in May.
Qur calculation 1is now tc have Helden
move here
of this business and I shall then go home
and help Charles at Oxfora and be here
occasionally.,

Your latter afforded me¢ much pleasurcin
the perusal. I was glad to hear from home

and to know how all my Madison friendswcre Bar Iron

zetting along., You think hard of me for
not writinz more. I know I have delsyed

with all our aifficulties

and had $12,000.'illiam always have remembersd me and were

rejoicea tc see me at home once more. W2 had
many nicce plays togetner on the floor,and I
assur. you it causca the tcars to makc thei:
gppearance when I had to leave them. It is &
reat trial to me to be from home so much,
gnd I often think I had rather be poor and h
hoe corn by the day than to be deprived the

+happiness and pleasurc of my sweet little

family. We hope for better things in future.
The children have all gt the whooping
cough now., I hope they will have 1t lisghtly.
Selden is now in New York. I rececived a

in the Spring to teke the charge lctter from him today snd one from Gharlcs

100, saying he lmd just heard from Madison
and that all were well there. Mr.srant and
family with whom I live are well, Charlcs
llattes is now living at Wilkes Barre. We arc
havinz somg¢ of our piz iron manufacturcd int«
at Wilkevs Barrc at the rolling mil.
there and GCharles M. is attending to it.
{over)



Quite a neat little church has been
ByiLE hege A2 Ba9t.593300 98195581106,
and we have had a very interesting time
here. Several persons have become hope-
fully pious. ‘The meetings are well attend-
ed, People tnat heretofore never attendad
church arec now becominz constant attcndants
and manifcst a deslre to live and lead a
better 1ifc for 311 times to comeae I hopo
this state of things may continue and that
we moy all awake te our duty,live not as
if we expected tu always remain on this
earth and that we may all be prepared to
meet our yod in peace when we shall be
called to leave this world,ls the prayer
of your humble -and affectionate brother.

I have written this letter in much
hastc. It is dircetcd to you,but is for
the pecrusal of all the family. Let me
kindly bc romembercd to all my relatives
and friends. Write to ne often. Tell me

all that is going on and believe me as
ever your kind friemd,
Well wisher and affectionate
brother. Georga.,
Comments on thc above letter by
George 5, Humphroy

The "Georxze Viilson' referred to,after
having been in business for a good many
years,came to Oxford late in life--in the
early 1880s,I think,and was employed in
the store,ss was also his son "Jim" who,
I believe married one of James H,Lukens
daughters,Annic,I think.

"James Sclden" was thoe youngest child
of George. For many years he was head of
the firm of "James S,S5cranton & Co.", who
represented the Gxford Iron Co.
with office and store at 81,80,85, Washing-
ton Street. Later in life he removed to
scranton where he died. He kad five child-
ren--a8ll living--Anng~- -{kirs.Charles S,
Sellen) of BElmira H,Y,.,Lizzie(Mrs. Carter
Thompson)of wlmira,and William I, of
Scranton. Also Katherine (Mrs. Fuller)
now living in Scranton,and Grace,who lives
in Montelair,N,J. ''slizabceth 0 aftcrwards
Marricd iWr. George J.Fullcer, lived for
many ycars in thc houss built by her
fathcr where buth she and her husband died.

ihere is one grand-daughter of hers now
living in Scranton,

"Filliam"(Henry) spent his boyhood days

-

in New York,

-]

in Scrantonand after his graduation from the

densalear Institute,in Troy W.Y. came to
Oxford where Selaen 1, had recently re-
moved r moved from Scranton,and was active
in planning the rolling and nail mills,
‘new' furnace etc. He built the house on

the hill above the old *'"Manor House",

and died there. His widow,Rosalie Paul
removed to Belvidere,where she died a

few years ago. lhey ™=md no children,

You will notice that ueorge had an idea
of returning to Oxford to live;but he nev:
did so. He soon built what for 1lta day was
a hadnsome residence,which stood for many
years on the site now occupicd by the |
Hotel Casey. Selden also built a housc In
Seranton wherc he lived for a number of
yoars,then movced to 0xford and cstablighec
the Oxford Iron Company.

I'vc omittud to say that CGaroline to
whora the letter is addressed,afterwards
married Samuel Hill of lMadison Conn. They
had several children,two of whom,Selden
Brown and Charles S. came to Oxford.

“Brown" was in the Iron Co's office and
in charge of certain outside interests of
the Co, H® married SZmma Winkley (now
Mrs. Goorge Weber). Charlcs had charge of
thocCompany's Pattcrn Shops Ho died sbout
1880.

e have printed the letter of aeorsge
Scranton in full. It is a valuable hist-
orical document both for Oxford asnd for
Sceranton,Pa, lir, Humphrey read excerpts
from it at the last reunion,and has kindly
supplied us with a complete copy with his
helpful comments. It proves that Georze
Scranton was closely associated with the
Qxford Furnasce Company from the time of
the purchase in 1809 to the time of his
death in 1861.,1his in connection with a
letter he wrote about the furnace explos-
ion in 1857,alsoc in the possession of
Me, Husphrey. It emphasizes the fact that
Oxford men founded and launched upon its
great career the city of Scranton,Pa.

The site of Scranton a hundred yesrs
ago was a wilderness,called Slocum's
Hollow,with only & grist and a saw mill.

"he heroic struggles of the Scrantons
to nake a success of the new lron Works
there are vividly indicated in this letter

For apart from the financial difficul-
ties spoken of in the letter,we know that
they were at first handicapped by the fact
that the iron ore and lime stone were of
an inferior juality,and this defect had
to be overcome beforc they could hope for
suceess. But Mr. Scranton's prophecy was
more than fulfilled,but as he died at
the age of 50 he did not live to see how
mich more Zreatly it was exceeded.

fhe letter is also a beantiful human
document that is well worth studying,
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The Session

A. G. YOUNT, Moderator

Elders
ABRAM PITTENGER ELISHA B. FOSS
EDWARD T. GREEN LEWIS BERGENBACK

Board of Trustees

JAMES RADEL HARRY MILLER
GEORGE DOCKER, JR. CHARLES RENNER
FRED K. SARSON LEWIS E. GREEN
EDWARD SHARPS CHARLES DUX

BENJAMIN GREEN

Church Treasurer
LEWIS E. GREEN

Sunday School

Superintendent E. B. FOSS
Assistant Superintendent .. MRS. EDWARD T. GREEN
Treasurer MISS IDA SMITH
Secretary ALVIN RENNER
Orgamnist MISS ELIZABETH ZAPP

ol

Ladies’ Aid Society

President 25 BUL . Wef 8 MRS. BENJAMIN GREEN
Secretary .... MRS. EDMUND ORAM
Tregsyrer .. oSt S MRS. LEWIS E. GREEN

e

Choir
Leader ... 5. 5.0 MRS. E. T. GREEN
Organist : MRS. BENJAMIN ZAPP
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